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SPORTS & MORE
GHS wins
thrilling
pitcher’s duel
Read more | Bl

Aquifer hits lowest level since 2011

Plus, numbers
on who uses
the most water

By Seth Johnson
AsSOCIATE EDITOR

With no rain in the fore-
cast, Alachua County and
North Central Florida con-
tinue to draw more from the
Floridan aquifer than it gets
recharged, and the overall
upper aquifer level dipped
below the 20th percentile for
the first time since 2011.

Alachua County is split
between the Suwannee River
Water Management District
and the St. Johns River Water
Management District. Both
districts are in Phase IT Se-
vere Water Shortage, which
includes mostly voluntary
measures with some manda-
tory reduction measures.

Last week, the South-
west Florida Water Manage-
ment District issued a modi-
fied Phase III Severe Water
Shortage that includes more
mandatory restrictions.
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COURTESY COLUMBIA COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
Ichetucknee Springs sits in Columbia County.

GATOR FLY-IN AND ARMED SERVICES APPRECIATION DAY

PHOTO BY SETH JOHNSON

Michael Hare (center) earned the FAA's Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award for 50 years of flying without accident or incident. He was
presented the award at the Gator Fly-In and Armed Services Appreciation Day, flanked by Dr. Mike Lukowski (right), owner of the Uni-
versity Air Center, and Carter Nute (left), a former award recipient and trainer at the University Air Center. Hare served for 34 years in
the military before switching to civilian flying, and he works as a senior flight instructor at the University Air Center.

Homeless agencies
pivot as St. Francis
House closure nears

PHOTO BY GLORY REITZ

Jacob Torner, vice president of programs for TaskForce Fore
Ending Homelessness, said $35,000 was provided to Fami-
ly Promise to help homeless families under St. Francis House’s

care find transitional housing.

Empty schools seen
as potential solution

By Seth Johnson
AssOCIATE EDITOR

Even before St. Fran-
cis House announced to the
public that it would shutter
its downtown Gainesville
shelter in April, homeless
service providers coordinat-
ed to create pathways for
the people left unserved by
the closure.

The TaskForce Fore
Ending Homelessness, Ala-
chua County’s lead agency
for the Continuum of Care
that coordinates homeless
providers, approved $35,000
last week in extra Rapid Re-
housing funds for Family
Promise of Gainesville.

Jacob Torner, vice pres-
ident of programs for the
TaskForce, told Mainstreet
that the funds come on top
of what Family Promise al-
ready receives and will en-
sure the homeless families
at St. Francis House con-
tinue to have access to ser-
vices and shelter.

“We appreciate St. Fran-
cis House for its continued
service to families and Fam-
ily Promise, without even
a hesitation, stepping up
immediately to the plate,”
Torner said. “We're com-
mitted to ensuring that no
family has to return to the
streets as a result of the clo-
sure, but also that families
do have a place to seek ref-
uge.”

Torner said two local
domestic abuse organiza-
tions also received Rapid
Rehousing funds. The Task-
Force has had regular meet-
ings with the involved orga-
nizations to discuss how the
people get served.

St. Francis House pub-
licly announced last week
that the downtown shel-
ter would close. The non-
profit has focused on fami-
lies, women and children at
its shelter, but also provided
cold night shelter and ser-
vices like laundry, phones
and meals. The shelter was
bought by the nonprofit in
1993.
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NEWBERRY COMMISSION 2026

Voters to pick three seats
from seven candidates

By Lillian Hamman
REPORTER

On April 14, Newber-
ry residents will take to the
voting polls to decide who
will serve new two-year
terms in City Commission
Seats 1, 2 and 3.

Stay-at-home mom
Brandy Oldman will chal-
lenge Seat 1 incumbent and
retired property appraiser
Rick Coleman. Oldman was
elected to serve on the New-

berry Elementary School
advisory council in 2024
and currently serves on the
district advisory council for
the Alachua County School
District.

Mark Clark, Seat 2 in-
cumbent and retired U.S.
Marine, will run against Da-
vid Wallace, a maintenance
tech for Oak Hammock
at the University of Flor-
ida and a Newberry youth
sports coach.

Newberry Planning and

Zoning Board Member
Naim Joseph Erched and lo-
cal ophthalmic technician
JD Mercado will challenge
current commissioner and
retired nurse Monty Farn-
sworth for Seat 3.

With over 22 years as a
commissioner, Farnsworth
is Newberry’s longest-serv-
ing elected official. Clark
and Farnsworth have an-
nounced this year’s cam-
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ALACHUA COMMISSION 2026

Three way race set
for lone open seat

By Lillian Hamman
REPORTER

Alachua City Commis-
sion Seat 3 will be contested
by incumbent Dayna Wil-
liams, Jackson Youmas and
Bill Menadier during the
April 14 election, and Main-
street wants to help you cast
an informed vote.

The following questions
about term goals and initia-
tives were emailed to each
candidate and their answers

are printed here with minor
edits for style. You can find
the full interviews on Main-
street’s website.

Williams, who has been
on the commission since
2018, will run for re-elec-
tion. She also served on Ala-
chua’s Planning and Zon-
ing Board (PZB) and works
as the North Florida direc-
tor of government affairs for
Waste Pro of Florida, Inc.

Youmas and Menadier
are campaigning for the first

time. Menadier, an engineer
and entrepreneur, current-
ly serves on the city’s PZB,
while Youmas is a store man-
ager for CVS, where he’s
worked for 20 years.

* What prompted you to
run for election or re-elec-
tion?

Williams: I decided to
run for re-election for Seat
3 after conversations with
many of our residents, lo-
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Newberry Community School enrollment rises, board adopts comment policy

475 students enrolled
in charter school

as of March 23

board meeting

By Nick Anschultz
REPORTER

The Newberry Communi-
ty School Board (NCSB) re-
ceived an update on school
enrollment numbers and ap-
proved a public comment
policy at a meeting on March
23.

Enrollment

At the board’s Feb. 23
meeting, Newberry Com-
munity School (NCS) Prin-
cipal Lacy Roberts said 427
students were enrolled in
the new conversion charter
school, which is taking over
the Newberry Elementary
School (NES) building in the
fall.

Based on the numbers
Roberts shared at the March
23 meeting, the number of
students enrolled at NCS is
now up to 475.

Roberts explained to the
board that there is a two-
step process for enrollment,
noting that after parents en-
roll their student(s) into the
school, they then must accept
their child’s seat.

While 475 students, in-
cluding 81 kindergarteners,
105 first graders, 119 second
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Chairman Derek Danne voted in favor of the board's public comment policy.

graders, 90 third graders and
80 fourth graders, have en-
rolled, Roberts said only 380
have accepted their seat. She
noted that this number in-
cluded 64 kindergarteners,
84 first graders, 92 second
graders, 78 third graders and
62 fourth graders.

“We are continuing to
email, call, text, and get in
touch with those parents
[who haven’t accepted their
child’s seat],” Roberts said.

Roberts said they’ve only
had seven students whose
parents declined to enroll
their child in NCS.

Regarding teachers, Rob-
erts said she has received
“80-something” applications
so far.

“I have not hired some
[teaching] vacancies because
I'm watching enrollment,”
she said. “I'm only trying to
hire what we need.”

Roberts said eventually,
they will need to decide on a
target number of where they
want to enroll to and staff to
before creating waiting lists.

“We do want a waiting
list,” Roberts said. “Remem-
ber, as you have kids move,
then we want to be able to

pull kids up so that we main-
tain our [enrollment] num-
ber, because that correlates
to funding.”

Setting that target num-
ber for enrollment and staff
is also important for bud-
get purposes, as Roberts
said NCS’s budget is “built
around” the school’s enroll-
ment numbers.

“We will have to commit
to that, but that can be a lit-
tle later,” she said. “We can
watch it [enrollment] a little
longer.”

While discussing the bud-
get later in the meeting, Rob-

erts said she liked it being
developed for around 520
students, adding she believes
they can reach that number
and then have a waiting list
by the time she brings for-
ward a new budget to the
board in April. The original
budget, she said, was created
based on 694 students.

“So, that’s my plan is to
bring a budget based on that
kind of a number [520 stu-
dents], with contracts a lit-
tle more in place, where we
know our numbers, not es-
timates, because that en-
tire budget was built on esti-
mates, and everything costs
more than it did three years
ago, or four years ago, when
that budget [was] signed,”
Roberts said.

Public comment policy

Also, during the March
23 meeting, the board unan-
imously approved a pub-
lic comment policy for its
meetings. The board had not
had a formal rule or policy
in place for public comment
at meetings before. Citi-
zens were given a two-min-
ute time limit to address the
board before it got into agen-
da items.

Under the approved pol-
icy, which takes effect at the
board’s next meeting, speak-
ers will still be able to com-
ment on agenda items before
the board acts. However, cit-
izens will have up to three

minutes to address the board

instead of two. That time

may not be given to others.
Some other rules outlined
in the adopted policy:

* Only individuals who are
recognized for public com-
ment or acknowledged by
the chair may address the
board.

¢ The board or staff is not ob-
ligated to respond to pub-
lic comments during the
meeting,.

* No additional comments
are allowed after the speak-
er’s time has elapsed.

* Speakers may not engage
in obscene acts or speech,
threats, and/or disorder-
ly conduct. Disruptive in-
dividuals may be removed
from the meeting.

e Cell phones must be si-
lenced during public com-
ments and the meetings.

The next NCSB meet-
ing will take place on Mon-
day, April 20, at Newberry
City Hall inside the Commis-
sion Chambers. The meeting
is scheduled to begin at 6:30
p.m.

Nick Anschultz is a Report
Jor America corps member
and writes about education
Jor Mainstreet Daily Neuws.
This position is supported by
local donations through the
Community Catalyst for Lo-
cal Journalism Fund at the
Community  Foundation of
North Central Florida.

Newberry to dedicate L1berty Tree on Aprll 11 for Amerlca s 250th birthday

City partnered with
Gainesville’s Sons
of the American
Revolution

By Lillian Hamman
REPORTER

The city of Newberry is
partnering with Gainesville’s
Sons of the American Rev-
olution (SAR) to plant and
dedicate a Liberty Tree at
City Hall on Saturday, April
11, in honor of the 250th
anniversary of the United
States.

Gainesville SAR Presi-
dent Randy Highsmith said
Liberty Trees serve as liv-
ing monuments of a tradition
dating back to colonial times,
when patriots would gath-
er around a tree to discuss is-
sues about taxation and lib-
erty.

Newberry will dedicate
the tree at 1 p.m. at City Hall
(25440 W Newberry Rd.)
following a reenactment of

the Battle of Lexington and
Concord.

The ceremony will fea-
ture a bronze plaque de-
tailing some of the Liberty
Tree’s history, the Buchholz
High School ROTC color
guard and comments from
Highsmith, Newberry May-
or Tim Marden and poten-
tially U.S. Rep. Kat Cam-
mack. The first 50 attendees
will receive exclusive event
pins.

“We are excited to com-
memorate the 250th in such
a way,” said Marden in a
text to Mainstreet. “People
can see this tree in the years
to come and remember the
goodness of America every
time they do.”

According to Highsmith,
SAR is a nonpartisan non-
profit organization dedicat-
ed to promoting patriotism,
preserving American history
and educating future genera-
tions. It’s made up of nearly
40 descendants of those who
supported the cause of Amer-
ican independence.

Highsmith said SAR
reached out to multiple cit-
ies in Alachua County about
partnering for Liberty Trees
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COURTESY GAINESVILLE'S SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
Newberry plans to plant its own Liberty Tree that hearkens to the colonial tradition.

and Newberry was the first
to accept.

The original Liberty Tree
was alarge American Elm tree

in Boston, Massachusetts,
planted in 1646 and frequent-
ed by protestors of the Stamp
Act in 1765. British soldiers

cut the tree down and burned
it during the Siege of Boston
10 years later.

Liberty Trees like New-
berry’s have since been
planted across the U.S,, aim-
ing to provide new gather-
ing places while reminding
communities about the price
of freedom fought for during
the Revolutionary War.

Newberry will plant a
Winged Elm, a species native
to Florida, procured from
Blooming House Nursery.

Highsmith said the tree
stands for legacy and the
freedoms enjoyed today be-
gan with ordinary people
willing to stand together.

“I  remember [Ameri-
ca’s] Bicentennial in 1976
and the pride it created. In
a small way, T hope this does
the same for the next gener-
ation,” he said. “I hope peo-
ple leave remembering that
liberty is not automatic. Ev-
ery generation has to under-
stand it, value it and protect
it. This tree is a reminder of
that.”

2026 EASTER
SUNRISE SERVICE

&

Please join us for our
annval Easter Sunrise Service
at the North Florida Duck Pond

This tradition began more than 25 years ago, and

brings hundreds of community members together

in the beautiful setting of North Florida Duck

Pond for a meaningful program. Scott

Whitaker of Impact for Living will deliver a
non-denominational message of peace,
hope and joy. Live music, refreshments
and shuttle service will be provided.

J\L. HCA Florida
‘\f' North Florida Hospital

@Im

pact for Living
Significance. For Lite

Sunday

April 5th, 2026@

7:00 am

Join us in-person at the
North Florida Duck Pond

or on Facebook Live.
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HCA Florida launches air ambulance service for Tri-County service

Helicopter to
bring patients into
Gainesville, Ocala

By Seth Johnson
AssocIATE EDITOR

HCA Florida and Air
Methods team up for air am-
bulance service in North
Central Florida, starting its
24/7 response early Thurs-
day morning, officials an-
nounced at a March 25 press
conference.

Transporting patients
into HCA Florida facilities
in Gainesville and Ocala,
the helicopter will be based
out of Chiefland and bring
the biggest benefit to rural
Tri-County residents.

HCA Florida North Flor-
ida Hospital receives around
3,300 ambulance trips from
Gilchrist, Levy and Dix-
ie counties. Those trips can
take 46 minutes or longer,
hospital staff said.

Officials said the air ser-
vice will significantly re-
duce travel time for trau-
ma patients in rural areas
while also freeing up trans-
port time for EMS in those

PHOTO BY SETH JOHNSON

HCA Florida, Air Methods and Tri-County officials cut the ribbon
on the new helicopter that will provide medical transport into

Gainesville and Ocala.

counties. Plus, the helicop-
ters contain equipment to
serve as “flying ICUs” and to
give lifesaving care while en
route to hospitals.

Mark Amox, COO of
HCA Florida North Flor-
ida Hospital, said time is
of the utmost importance
when people have medical
emergencies. Every minute
without care after a stroke
is increased damage to the
brain, he reminded attend-
ees.

“The work that we're
doing every day to deliv-
er the best of medical care
to our communities is really
the purpose of being here,”
Amox said.

HCA Florida already
contracts with Air Methods.
In 2025, the company trans-
ported 2,800 critical care pa-
tients to 83 Florida-based
HCA facilities.

Air Methods owns and
operates the helicopters and
flight crew, while HCA Flor-
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Chiefland Mayor Rissa Johns said the new air ambulance service
represents a stronger safety net for rural areas.

ida provides the medical
staff.

Brandon  Ryan, Air
Methods vice president of
business development, said
the coordination came to-
gether quickly and seamless-
ly for this air service expan-
sion. He said it takes each of
the counties working in uni-
son with each other, HCA
Florida and Air Methods to
work.

Without any one of them,
he said the air ambulance
might not be feasible for the

area. But with contracts in
place, Ryan said Air Meth-
ods estimates flying a patient
every day from the Tri-coun-
ty area to HCA Florida ser-
vices.

Whether the helicopter
heads to Ocala or Gaines-
ville will depend on each pa-
tient’s needs and location,
Ryan said.

He added that people will
see the helicopter overhead.
but not the hours of training
to be ready for the moment.
He said Air Methods provid-

ed more than 100,000 trans-
ports across the country in
2025 and is proud to part-
ner with HCA to service the
Tri-County area.

“It’s an honor; it’s an ob-
ligation that we take very se-
riously in terms of partner-
ing not just with HCA but
also with the local communi-
ties here,” Ryan said.

Ryan said he can count
on one hand the number of
times a new air service has
started with such coordina-
tion between partners, call-
ing it “absolutely admira-
ble.”

Chiefland Mayor Ris-
sa Johns spoke at the launch
and said the helicopter rep-
resented hope and a stron-
ger safety net for Tri-Coun-
ty communities. She said the
air ambulance service is an
investment in lives saved,
families supported and fu-
tures protected.

“Thank you for helping
ensure that no matter where
someone lives, they have ac-
cess to the care they de-
serve,” Johns said.

The helicopter, a Bell
407GX, already made its
first transport on March 23
with a second on March 24.

Florida Board of Governors hears update on UF presidential search

Search committee
currently focused
on developing ‘good
pool of candidates’

By Nick Anschultz
REePORTER

The Florida Board of
Governors received a brief
update on university presi-
dential searches at a meet-
ing on Thursday, including
the University of Florida.

At its Feb. 23 meeting,

the UF Board of Trustees
approved a set of revised
presidential  qualifications
and criteria recommended
by the 15-member Presiden-
tial Search Advisory Com-
mittee. The search advisory
committee was established
in December 2025 to lead
the search for the universi-
ty’s 14th president.

The modifications to the
qualifications and criteria
were based on feedback the
search advisory committee
had received from three lis-
tening sessions held in Jan-

uary and February, as well
as an online stakeholder sur-
vey.

Also, during the Feb. 23
meeting, the board approved
the search advisory commit-
tee’s recommended presi-
dential prospectus and ad-
vertisement based on those
qualifications and criteria
and other “updated infor-
mation regarding UF’s ac-
complishments and stature,”
according to the meeting
agenda. The Board of Trust-
ees also voted to pay UF’s
next president an annual sal-
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ary of up to $3 million.

During Thursday’s meet-
ing, Board of Governors
Member Edward Haddock,
who also serves on the search
advisory committee, said the
current focus is on “develop-
ing a good pool of candidates
that the search committee
can review and use to iden-
tify prospects.”

“I think we’re making
good progress there,” he
said. “We'll get that wrapped
up in due time.”

UF has not had a perma-
nent president in place since

708 SW 4th Ave,

Ben Sasse took over the role
in 2023. After 17 months
in the position, Sasse, UF’s
13th president, resigned in
July 2024, citing his wife’s
health issues and a need to
spend more time with fam-
ily.

A months-long search
brought UF leaders to Santa
Ono, who, at the time, was
serving as the president of
the University of Michigan.
However, Ono, after being
selected as the sole finalist
for UF’s president position
and receiving unanimous

support from the Board of
Trustees, was rejected by the
Board of Governors by way
of a 10-6 vote in June 2025.

In August 2025, the
Board of Trustees vot-
ed unanimously to appoint
Donald Landry, then-Co-
lumbia  University  pro-
fessor, as UF’s next inter-
im president. He succeeded
Kent Fuchs, who had been
serving in an interim capaci-
ty following Sasse’s resigna-
tion. Fuchs served as UF’s
12th president from 2015 to
2023.
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‘No Kings III’ protest draws large crowd in Gainesville

STAFF REPORTS

Thousands of protest-
ers gathered at Cora Rob-
erson Park in Gainesville
on Saturday for the nation-
wide “No Kings IT1” rally to
protest President Donald
Trump and his policies.

The rally, one of over 100
in Florida and 3,100 across
the country, started with
people marching from the
Cade Museum roundabout
to Cora Roberson Park. A
coalition of groups joined
with signs, costumes and
noise makers to protest the
Trump administration’s war

in Iran, the economy and
immigration policy.

According to a press
release, the event drew
around 4,000 people and
the keynote speakers in-
cluded Warren Goldstein,
an award-winning author
and former Chair of the De-
partment of History at the
University of Hartford,
and Zorhara Simmons, Se-
nior Lecturer Erimita at the
University of Florida, and
an activist who worked in
the Civil Rights Movement
as a member of Student
Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee.

Other  local  speak-
ers included David Arreo-
la, former Gainesville City
Commissioner and found-
ing member of Gainesville
50501; Carmen Ward, Pres-
ident of the Alachua County
Education Association; and
Evelyn Foxx, President of
the Alachua County Chap-
ter of the NAACP.

Local elected officials
and candidates who attend-
ed:

e Sarah Rockwell, Alachua
County School Board

» Casey Willits, Gainesville
City Commissioner

* Bryan Eastman, Gaines-

ville City Commissioner

e Ken Cornell, Alachua
County Commissioner

» Seth Harp, Democratic
candidate for US House
District 3

* Amy Trask, Democrat-
ic candidate for Florida
State House District 22

The sponsors of the ral-
ly included the Gainesville
Women for Democracy,
Badass Feminists Gaines-
ville, Democratic Women’s
Club of Alachua County,
50501gnv, Party for Social-
ism and Liberation, Indivis-
ible Gainesville and others.

PHOTO BY MEGAN V. WINSLOW
UF graduate student Kai Blades, an organizer for the Party for So-
cialism and Liberation and Students for Socialism, leads a crowd in
chants Saturday as part of the “No Kings IIl” protest in Gainesville.
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The Suwannee River
Water Management District
(Suwannee District) sat at a
15-inch rainfall deficit com-
pared to the 12-month aver-
age at the end of February.
At its March meeting, Hy-
drologic Program Manager
Robbie McKinney said the
rainfall deficit could have a
decent increase because of
the March 2025 data, leav-
ing the 12-month average.

According to provisional
data from its Live Oak sta-
tion, March 2026 has only
brought 1.13 inches of rain
so far compared to 5 inches
for the same month in 2025.

Troy Roberts, communi-
cations and outreach chief
for the Suwannee District,
said the district doesn’t
have numerical thresholds
to increase from one restric-
tion level to another. In-
stead, staff continue to mon-
itor drought conditions and
water levels to see if addi-
tional restrictions are need-
ed.

“We just ask people to
voluntarily reduce their wa-
ter use as much as possible,”

Roberts said. “We under-
stand that everybody needs
access to water, and we also
understand that drought
conditions could worsen be-
fore they get better. We just
want to make sure that we're
in a good spot for that.”

Roberts said the Suwan-
nee District reaches out to
large water users and per-
mittees, asking them to con-
serve water where possible
and to plan for a prolonged
drought.

The primary water use
in the Suwannee District,
which ranges north and
west from Alachua County,
is agriculture at 64% of total
water use in 2023. Each of
the five water management
districts in Florida produc-
es annual water use reports,
and the most recent reports
are from 2023.

Roberts said the Suwan-
nee District is the only one
where agriculture is the pri-
mary water user. As spring
and the growing season ar-
rive, he said agricultural
producers will need more
water to support crops.

“Our farmers are going
to need that water for crops,
especially when we're not
seeing any rainfall,” Rob-
erts said. “So that typical-
ly does have an impact on
our groundwater levels, and
again, we want to make sure
that they have water, but we
also want to make sure that
people do as well.”

The district operates a
series of Agricultural Cost-
Share programs that help
farmers pay for efficient
equipment like field spray-
ers. But Phase IIT Severe
Water Shortage restrictions
could put some mandatory
restrictions in place for ag-
riculture operations, as well
as other users.

While levels are low,
Roberts said they’ve been
low before as Florida cycles
through high and low rain-
fall years. And with hurri-
canes a perennial possibili-
ty, the water situation could
quickly change.

Florida experienced ex-
tremely low aquifer levels
in May 2012 before Tropical
Storm Debby arrived in late

June and, along with oth-
er seasonal showers, helped
quickly boost the levels to
nearly 65% by the end of
July.

Overall, the Suwannee
District averaged 260 mil-
lion gallons of water used
per day (MGD) in 2023—
nearly the same as the 2016
average of 259 MGD.

In the St. Johns Riv-
er Water Management Dis-
trict (St. Johns District),
the average daily water use
hit 1.49 billion in 2023—
a 25% reduction compared
with 2004, despite an in-
creased population.

Public supply, water tak-
en out of a central supply
system like a utility, is the
largest water use for the St.
Johns District at 609 MGD
in 2023. Of that number, the
portion of Alachua Coun-
ty within the district con-
sumed 23.86 MGD. This
district also includes Duval
and Orange counties with
their large population cen-
ters.

On the Suwanee District
side of Alachua County,

public supply water use in
2023 hit just over 3 MGD.

Between the two dis-
tricts, Alachua County
used 49.3 million gallons
per day in 2023. Public sup-
ply is the largest category at
26.86 MGD (54.4%), with
agriculture at 15.94 MGD
(32.3%).

Roberts said the Su-
wannee District encourag-
es small water-saving efforts
people can implement at
home. While only a few gal-
lons per day, he said those
savings compound when
multiplied across all the res-
idents in the district.

“I know a couple gal-
lons in the grand scheme of
things doesn’t seem signifi-
cant, but if you have half of
the population doing that,
that’s a huge water savings
every single day,” Roberts
said. “We try to encourage
people just to be mindful of
that because when we are in
drought conditions like this,
every drop does count.”

Public feedback from
water conservation messag-
ing often touches bottling

plants pulling water from
springs. These comments
on water districts’ Facebook
posts and Mainstreet stories
pop up frequently.

Roberts said the district
reaches out to bottling com-
panies just like agriculture
producers and other large
water users, asking them to
conserve where possible. He
noted that bottling spring
water is a permitted use in
Florida.

“We can’t really single
out individual permittees,
and so, any of those regula-
tory measures would have
to affect all of our permit-
tees,” Roberts said.

The industrial /com-
mercial /institutional /min-
ing category is responsible
for around 22% of the dai-
ly water used in the Suwan-
nee District, with 58 MGD.
The bottling company pull-
ing from Ginnie Springs,
perhaps the most frequently
cited example, is permitted
to pull 1 MGD—less than
2% of that category’s water
use and 0.38% of the total
district.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

FOREST MEADOWS

FUNERAL HOME, CREMATORY, CEMETERIES & MAUSOLEUMS

World Class Care, Thoughtfully Delivered

Forest Meadows is now a trusted source for world-class, compassionate care for families
when they need it most. Currently under new ownership and management, Forest Meadows is
dedicated to serving the community. Our Service Guarantee ensures you receive

care that’s not only professional but truly focused on your peace of mind.

Forest Meado‘\.;vs Fueal Ho
725 NW 23rd Ave, Gainesville
(352) 378-2528

Forest Meadows is the only full-service, comprehensive care funeral home with cemetery property
in Alachua County. The organization provides funeral, cemetery, and cremation services, within
a funeral home, crematory, three cemeteries (Central, East, and West), and mausoleums.

Your family deserves the very best—and that’s our promise, every step of the way.

.

Forest Meadows Tribute Center
4100 NW 39th Ave.,

(352) 376-9552

Gainesville
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Queen of Peace readies for Easter with Mozart’s final requiem

By Lillian Hamman
REPORTER

On Sunday, Christians
around the world will cele-
brate Easter as they reflect on
what they believe to be the
atoning death of Jesus Christ
for sins and rejoice in the hope
of his resurrection.

Traditions during Lent—
the 40 days before Easter—
and Holy Week—the last
eight days leading up to Eas-
ter—include various reli-
gious services marking events
preceding Christ’s crucifix-

ion, such as Ash Wednesday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Fri-
day and Palm Sunday.

Other celebrations like
Easter egg hunts and choco-
late-filled baskets have also
become synonymous with the
holiday and spring season.

Gainesville’s  Queen of
Peace Catholic Communi-
ty (QPCC) is holding fast to
the roots of church tradition
with a performance of Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mozart’s fi-
nal composition, the Requiem
Mass in D Minor. A Requi-
em Mass is a Catholic liturgy

offered for the repose of de-
ceased souls.

Mozart’s requiem will be
performed at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday in the QPCC
sanctuary (10900 SW 24th
Ave.) by the church’s Regi-
na Pacis Chorale and Strings
of Peace, including classical-
ly-trained violinist QPCC
Father Alberto Esposito.

While the church will
perform the piece in light of
Christ’s death, Esposito said
the whole community, Chris-
tian or not, is invited to hear
the famous composer’s ulti-

mate work, written with uni-
versal appeal to all.

“I encourage people to
come early to procure good
parking, and hopefully to see
it not only as a concert, but
also as an opportunity to en-
ter into the spirit of Holy
Week,” Esposito said.

QPCC Music Director
Gary Kneal started the Regi-
na Pacis Chorale a few years
ago after some members of the
worship team expressed inter-
est in classical Catholic cho-
rale music, including chants,
Renaissance motets and re-

quiems.

Esposito said music is
rooted in the religion’s core
and how it aims to magni-
fy God. He said the Catholic
theology was influenced by
Greek philosophy and its four
transcendentals: the One, the
True, the Good and the Beau-
tiful.

Music has a unique abil-
ity to glorify God as it be-
comes a mode of evangeliza-
tion through beauty, he said,
and the beauty of music calls
forth emotions and feelings
too deep for words.

“And also, during Holy
Week, [it] invites people to
ponder more deeply the death
and resurrection of Christ,
since the requiem itself is a
profound reflection on the
mystery of death and the en-
counter with God in the ulti-
mate sense,” he said.

According to a program
for QPCC’s concert, Mozart,
amember of the Roman Cath-
olic Church, expanded on the
ordinary parts of the Mass in
his requiem with movements
like Dies Irae (Day of Wrath),
Tuba Mirum and Lacrymosa.

ST. FRANCIS

FROM A1

Many in the homeless
services community expect-
ed the closure. St. Francis
House started trying to sell
the shelter building several
years ago and recently sold
its Sunrise Inn in an effort to
stabilize finances.

Lauri Schiffbauer, exec-
utive director at St. Francis
House, released a letter on
Monday thanking the com-
munity for its messages of
support since the closure an-
nouncement. The letter em-
phasized that the nonprof-
it would continue to serve
women and children through
the Arbor Home, a transi-
tional housing program.

“At this time, we must
consolidate our services to
stabilize, rebuild, and ulti-
mately return stronger —
better able to serve our com-
munity,” Schiffbauer said in
the letter.

Lauri Schiffbauer, exec-
utive director at St. Francis
House, released a letter on
Monday thanking the com-
munity for its messages of
support since the closure an-
nouncement. The letter em-
phasized that the nonprof-
it would continue to serve
women and children through

the Arbor Home, a transi-
tional housing program.

“At this time, we must
consolidate our services to
stabilize, rebuild, and ulti-
mately return stronger —
better able to serve our com-
munity,” Schiffbauer said in
the letter.

Schiffbauer told Main-
street that Family Promise
would have funding to help
40 people rehouse while St.
Francis House continues to
provide case management.
She said the partnership has
been excellent.

Schiffbauer  said  the
downtown shelter is too cost-
ly to keep operational, call-
ing the expenses outrageous.
Even though fundraising
has also increased, it hasn’t
kept up with costs, like a
$3,400 monthly garbage bill.
She added that the day ser-
vices (like food and laundry)
were just managing people’s
homelessness, not solving the
problem.

St. Francis House wants
to double down on peo-
ple and families entering for
long-term help and case man-
agement. She said these 98%
of these people are home-
less for the first time after a

ye
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St. Francis House announced on March 16 that its downtown
shelter and service center would close by mid-April.

one-time cost threw their
lives out of sync. On the oth-
er hand, homeless individuals
using day services rarely talk
with case managers to enter
rehousing programs. Schiff-
bauer said the vast majority
are chronically homeless and
qualify for service at GRACE
Marketplace.

Schiffbauer said staff have
reached out to other food
providers and given informa-
tion to people using their ser-

vices about where to go for
meals or beds after the clo-
sure.

She said St. Francis
House is looking for facili-
ties without the unsustain-
able operational costs of the
current shelter. But moving
forward on a new site will
need to wait until a sale. The
downtown shelter is listed
for $2.9 million.

Darius Williams, the new
CEO of GRACE Market-

place, said its shelter has seen
no impacts yet from the clo-
sure announcement—and the
St. Francis House shelter re-
mains open as it winds down
for an April closure.

GRACE Marketplace
only serves adults. With
Family Promise equipped to
help with families, Williams
said GRACE has set aside
six women’s beds in case of
additional occupants in the
coming weeks. Plus, a new
GRACE shelter with 20 beds
aimed at mental health, sub-
stance abuse and employ-
ment services guests will
open soon, he said, providing
more flexibility.

Williams said the over-
night shelter population has
been hitting capacity, but
long-term beds are available.
He said GRACE staff believe
many of the adults served
by St. Francis House might
not make the trip up to their
shelter, staying in the down-
town area instead.

Gainesville Mayor Har-
vey Ward told Mainstreet
that people will be left reel-
ing from the closure, but he
said the TaskForce and other
service providers are already
working to minimize impacts

and knew the closure would
be coming.

“There’s a whole lot of
prep work that has gone in
among the homeless ser-
vices community to be ready
for this when it finally went
down,” Ward said.

Ward said the next con-
versation is addressing fami-
lies who are homeless and liv-
ing in cars or moving from
couch to couch—a more vis-
ible form than panhandlers or
people sleeping on sidewalks.

Ward said he'd like to see
if stakeholders could turn
empty buildings, especially
schools, into family centers
with education and health
assistance and perhaps short-
term housing. He said it’s
a conversation worth hav-
ing. And the school district
will end up with some un-
used buildings after its school
board voted to finalize a new
rezoning plan.

Torner said the TaskForce
has a safety net in place, and
it wants to further support
family homelessness. The
TaskForce is hosting a Col-
laborative Summit on Fam-
ily Homelessness on March
30, with capacity already
reached.
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SUWANNEE SUNSHINE SERVICES

BRINGING THE SUNSHINE BACK TO YOUR HOME
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A card for EVERY lifestyle!

- Tap to pay and enjoy faster, easier, and more secure payments.

« Instant-issue cards give you immediate access to
your money when you open your account.

« Add your card to your digital wallet for added convenience.

Card Detajys.

e

= Florida

form 1099-INT. Insured by NCUA.

Add to Wallet

Danny Wuerffel
Heisman Trophy Winner
and FCU Member

Zadl Credit Union

1. Offer can be canceled at any time. Free membership is open to anyone within Florida Credit Union’s 48 county field of membership.
Anyone who has held a checking account with FCU in the past 24 months will not qualify for the incentive. Must be 18 years old or older
to qualify. One bonus per household. Credit approval and initial $5 open deposit required. $500 cumulative direct deposit amount
must be made to this account within the first 60 days of account opening. Your direct deposit needs to be an electronic deposit of
your paycheck, pension, or government benefit (such as SSI) from your employer or the government. Person-to-person payments
(such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains open
and in good standing for 90 days, the $300 will be credited to the account. $300 is considered interest and will be reported on IRS

13th Street Branch - 3720 NW 13th St. - 43rd Street Branch - 2831 NW 43rd St.
Butler Plaza North Branch - 2803 SW 42nd St. - Haile Market Square Branch - 2785 SW 91st St.

when you open a new
checking account with
qualifying activities.!

352-377-4141
flcu.org/300
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nior year for his own shop.

B’z Gelati opens ‘The Hive’ permaent storefront

feature exclusive
homemade
Italian ice and ice
cream flavors

By Lillian Hamman
REPORTER

Gelati dessert truck B’z
Gelati celebrated the grand
opening of a permanent
storefront in Gainesville on
Saturday with exclusive Ital-
ian ice and ice cream flavors
and giveaways.

Known as “The Hive,”
B'z’s new location at 1130
NW 23rd Ave. shares space
with Baloo’s Donuts and Cof-
fee, which B’z owner Brandon
Grabhorn opened in 2024.

The Hive's grand open-
ing day and week will feature
buy-one-get-one specials, ge-
lati flavors crafted especial-
ly for the celebration, a daily

gelatis, a chalk art station for
kids and University of Flor-
ida (UF) Gator swag give-
aways.

The Hive will be open
from 2 to 10 p.m. Wednesday
through Friday and noon to
10 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

Bz will also contin-
ue serving the community
through its two food trucks,
Queen Bee and Lil Honey, for
catering and private events.
Its Turlington Plaza Food
Court storefront "where Ga-
tors chomp dessert” on UF’s
campus (1701 Stadium Rd.)
will also remain open from
noon to 6 p.m. Mondays
through Fridays.

“The Hive marks a ma-
jor milestone for the local fa-
vorite, offering a home base
for the signature, home-
made honey-sweetened gela-
ti that has captivated Gaines-
ville since 2018,” said B’z in a
press release.

Gelati was a regular treat
for Grabhorn growing up in
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B'z Gelati opened its permanent Gainesville storefront with Baloo’s Donuts and Coffee on NW 23rd

Avenue.

Orlando. While studying
business at UE, he noticed a

need for the sweet Italian ice
and ice cream-fused treat in

Gainesville and developed a
business plan during his se-

After graduating in 2018,
Grabhorn purchased the nec-
essary machines and equip-
ment to start crafting the rec-
ipes he now serves with a goal
of spreading kindness and
love to the community with
every gelati.

Unlike other gelati shops
that use soft serve ice cream,
B’z Gelati crafts fresh, home-
made ice cream using unfil-
tered organic honey and lay-
ers it with homemade Italian
ice, according to the release.

One food truck eventual-
ly turned into two before B’z
opened its Turlington store-
front in the fall of 2025. Now,
B’z will set up shop on NW
23rd Ave.

“We are super excited, on
March 28th, we will open our
permanent storefront, ‘The
Hive,” Grabhorn said in an
email to Mainstreet. “We will
continue to operate all oth-
er channels to accommodate
our catering and customer
base.”

NEWBERRY

FROM A1

paign as their last, win or
lose.

The following questions
were emailed to each candi-
date and their answers are
printed with minor edits
for style. Campaign Face-
book pages can be followed
for more information, and a
longer version of these in-
terviews can be found on
Mainstreet’s website.

Seat 1: Rick Coleman
(incumbent),

Brandy Oldman

» What prompted you to
run for re-election or elec-
tion?

Coleman: The city of
Newberry is at a critical
time in our history. We have
three vital projects for our fu-
ture that will be happening
in the next three years: our
regional wastewater treat-
ment plant, the second feed
for our electric grid and the
two-way pairs in partner-
ship with FDOT. These proj-
ects require seasoned leader-
ship and absolute focus to see
them through successfully.

Oldman: To be complete-
ly honest, it was the takeover
of our local public elementa-
ry school. That took away the
public option of an A-rated
school with the Pre-K, ESE
and VPK programs, and then
the commission approved a
line of credit of $2.2 million
for that new school, which in
effect made Newberry have
fewer options for schools
and higher taxes, all for few-
er services and less options.
Since then, I've become a lot
more aware of issues within
the city that concern me as
a working-class person, such
as utility rates going higher
and at a point of surpassing
even |[Gainesville Region-

al Utilities]. Our fire assess-
ments went up 50% last year
alone. Newberry has become
more and more expensive to
live here. T love my town and
want to stop the rate hikes!

* What decisions do you
think need to be made to ad-
dress citizen hopes and con-
cerns about development
and growth coming to New-
berry?

Coleman: The decisions
that are in front of us are the
very reason I decided to run
again. There are crucial de-
cisions about the regional
wastewater treatment plant,
the second electric feed for
the community and the two-
way pairs project with the
state. On top of that, we have
decisions on a second fire sta-
tion, when and where. We
need to continue monitoring
Newberry’s eventual need for
our own police department.

Oldman: Growth in itself
isn’t a bad thing; we need it to
thrive. But unchecked growth
is a huge issue. I would advo-
cate for impact fees and spac-
ing developments out over
more time so our infrastruc-
ture can catch up.

Seat 2: Mark Clark
(incumbent),

David Wallace

* What prompted you to
run for elected office?

Clark: Many citizens and
people in the community ask-
ing me to do it again, that as
far as they thought, I was
doing a good job and doing
what was needed for the city.
So, T was asked by multiple
people and multiple city peo-
ple to continue, and so I did.

Wallace: It was always a
goal to continue serving the
city after T hopefully retired
from the city. I have always

served in one way or another
[in] Newberry and represent-
ing the citizens from the dais
just seemed like a final goal.

* What are the two most
important issues facing
Newberry and how should
the City Commission ad-
dress them?

Clark: We've got two
things going on; we want to
get some of the infrastruc-
ture in that we've promised,
and now it’s coming to frui-
tion. We've got what we call
the second feed coming in,
which will help Newberry
have power. If there’s a main
failure on the main line, we’ll
at least have another source
of electricity for the town. So
that’s a good thing. We've got
the twin pairs coming in.

Wallace: The continued
growth and how we adapt
and adjust to that growth.
The other biggest issue will
be the charter [school].
There will be a lot of pressure
to show improvement over
being a district-run school.
I and others believe in this
community, but as a commu-
nity we have to deliver.

Seat 3: Monty
Farnsworth (incumbent),
Naim Joseph Erched,

JD Mercado

* What prompted you to
run for election or re-elec-
tion?

Farnsworth: Having
lived here my entire life and
going to school here from kin-
dergarten to 12th grade, I've
got a vested interest in New-
berry and am always look-
ing out for the citizens. I'm
not someone that just moved
here and wants to change
things to mirror where they
moved from. T want to be
sure that any growth is not

PHOTO BY LILLIAN HAMMAN

Seven candidates are running for three seats on the Newberry City Commission.

a financial burden to current
citizens.

Erched: Serving on the
Planning and Zoning Board
over the past several years has
given me a unique perspec-
tive on the decisions shaping
Newberry’s future. Through
that experience, and through
conversations with neighbors
and families in our commu-
nity, I felt called to step for-
ward and serve in a greater
capacity. Newberry is a spe-
cial place to live and raise a
family, and T want to help en-
sure that as our city contin-
ues to evolve, we protect the
character, safety and quality
of life that make people proud
to call Newberry home.

Mercado: T was invited by
the former mayor and current
City Manager Jordan Mar-
lowe at the grand opening of
the new city hall. T believe he
may have been speaking hypo-
thetically, but I did qualify and
now my name is in the hat.

* What are the two most
important issues facing
Newberry and how should
the City Commission ad-
dress them?

Farnsworth: Growth and
taxes. Growth will happen,
but it needs to be controlled
growth. We don’t need some-
one in the office who will
rubber-stamp every develop-
ment that’s presented.

Erched: One of the big-
gest issues is making sure
our infrastructure keeps pace
with the needs of a grow-
ing community. Another im-
portant priority is continu-
ing to invest in parks and
recreation, so families have
safe places to gather, chil-
dren have places to play and
neighbors have spaces where
they can enjoy time together.

The commission should
continue focusing on long-
term planning and thought-
ful decision making. That
means making sure infra-

structure improvements are
planned ahead of communi-
ty needs, supporting strong
public safety services, and
continuing to expand parks
and recreation opportunities
for families.

Mercado: Slowing the
city’s growth and spending
in the face of the possible loss
of revenue due to the disso-
lution of property taxes. It is
also important for the city to
develop new lines of revenue
in the face of the potential
revenue shortage that could
be faced by the dissolution of
property taxes.

I believe the commission
should limit any expendi-
tures until the outcome re-
garding property taxes is de-
cided and focus on the repair
and upkeep of the existing
infrastructure. I believe the
commission should develop
new lines of revenue to sup-
plement or replace property
taxes.

Good In Gainesville
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By Scott Schroeder

A Connected Ecosystem: The Organizations Advancing Entrepreneurship in Alachua County

North Central Florida is one of the most
dynamic hubs for innovation in the Southeast,
fueled by a highly connected network of
academic institutions, incubators, and
community driven organizations. Anchored
by the University of Florida, this ecosystem
has helped launch more than 300 startups,
generating over $11 billion in private
mvesfment and creating thousands of high
quality jobs, positioning the region as a
leader in entrepreneurial growth.

At the center of this ecosystem is the
University of Florida's UF Innovate, a
comprehensive  commercialization ‘and
startup support system that connects research,
enfrepreneurs, and investors. Through its
programs in tfechnology licensing, venture
development, and acceleration, UF Innovate
has helped launch hundreds of companies
and generate billions in private investment
while creating thousands 0F|obs Its facilities,
including The Hub and the Sid Martin Biotech
Incubator, provide state of the art lab space,
menforshlp, and access to funding networks
that are critical for early stage companies.

Complementing these efforts is Santa Fe
College Center for Innovation and
Economic Development CIED), which is
particularly valuable for local and non
umversnrr affiliated entrepreneurs seeking

practical  guidance  and offordoble
infrastructure.
The ecosystem contfinues to expand

geographically with major new initiatives.
In Newberry, the F 300 AgFoodTech
Innovation Park is positioning the region
as a leader in agricultural innovation.
Spanning more than 170 acres, the park
is designed as a research and business
incubator. It is expected to generate high
skill jobs while supporting startup growth
through accelerator programs,
mentorship, and access to production
facilities.

In the City of Alachua, Good Life Station
is emerging as a unique community driven
hub  that blends  entrepreneurship,
technology, and culture. Through its
THRIVE Entrepreneur Incubator and on-

going workshop series, the organization
Erowdes training, mentorshlp, and access to
usiness incentives. By partnering with local
organizations and  hosting  educational
rogramming, Good Life Station is helping
rcol business owners build practical skills
while strengthening connections across the
community.

Beyond incubators, business advocacy
organizations play a critical role in
supporting growth. The Alachua Chamber
of Commerce has been instrumental in
fostering a businessfriendly environment by
connecting entrepreneurs  to resources,
promoting local companies, and supporting
economic development initiatives. Cﬁcmbers
help ensure that startups and established
businesses alike have access to the networks
and visibility needed to succeed.

North Central Florida is a model for how
strategic collaboration and investment in
innovation can transform a  regional
economy info a thriving community for
businesses of all types and sizes.

What's good in Gainesville?
Fiber internet that never
slows down — Pavlov Media!

Speeds up to 8 Gbps,
packages as low as $49.99/mo.

Scott Schroeder is Executive Director, StartGNV
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ALACHUA
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Dayna Williams

cal businesses and my fami-
ly. The message I heard was
clear: steady leadership and
a strong community matter.
Over the last several years,
we have expanded and up-
graded our parks, recreation
facilities and community
spaces, invested in infrastruc-
ture and utilities, revitalized
our downtown, and planned
strategically for housing and
population growth—all while
maintaining high-quality
municipal services. But there
is still more to accomplish. I
am committed to continuing
that progress and using my
experience to help guide our
city forward in a positive and
responsible way.

Youmas: A few years ago,
CVS offered me a position
managing the store in the
city of Alachua. Having lived
all across the state of Florida,
I quickly found Alachua of-
fered the quiet, close-knit life
my family and T were looking
for. The kind of place where
neighbors still look out for
each other.

But the more I listened to
the people who came through

COURTESY OF CITY OF ALACHUA

the doors of my store ev-
ery day, the more I heard the
same frustration: our gov-
ernment isn’t listening to us.
I watched experienced city
planners resign and walk
away rather than be forced
to put developer interests
ahead of the best interests of
the citizens. I watched a com-
mission that rubber-stamped
decisions without any real
debate or understanding of
community impact.

I am not a career politi-
cian. I am a father, a health-
care professional and your
neighbor. I'm running be-
cause the soul of Alachua is
worth fighting for and it de-
serves someone at City Hall
who actually stands up for it.

Menadier: Through my
work on the Planning and
Zoning Board since 2022 and
the Alachua Chamber, I have
heard consistent feedback
about growth, transparency
and long-term planning. My
professional experience has
prepared me to step in and
help address those concerns
for my clients. As a consulting
engineer working with multi-

Jackson Youmas

ple cities and counties, I have
worked on capital improve-
ment planning, infrastruc-
ture assessments and bud-
geting decisions that shape
how communities grow. This
combination of local involve-
ment and technical experi-
ence led me to run for office.
I want to apply what I have
learned to help guide respon-
sible growth and support de-
cisions that reflect the priori-
ties of our neighbors.

* What are the two most
important issues facing Ala-
chua and how should the
City Commission address
them?

Williams: Two of the
most important issues fac-
ing Alachua are managing
growth and protecting our
local schools.

Growth is both a blessing
and a challenge—we all feel
it. Alachua is becoming an in-
creasingly attractive place to
live, work and raise a family,
thanks to our strong recre-
ation and cultural programs,
low electric rates, proximi-
ty to a major university and
a thriving business environ-

COURTESY OF JACKSON YOUMAS

ment. As more people and
businesses choose to call
Alachua home, we must be
thoughtful and intentional in
how we manage that growth
so it enhances our communi-
ty while preserving the char-
acter and quality of life our
residents value.

Another immediate con-
cern is the potential im-
pact of changes to our local
schools. The Alachua Coun-
ty School Board has adopt-
ed a countywide rezoning
plan and is considering the
closure of our two elementa-
ry schools. When our local
schools were at risk, I made
it a priority to step forward,
speak up and ensure that the
voices of our Alachua families
were clearly heard.

Youmas: First: Account-
able, community-driven,
smart growth. Growth is not
the enemy, but rushed, reck-
less growth is. We watched
experienced planners resign
rather than rubber-stamp
developments that weren’t
ready. We watched propos-
als advance near Mill Creek
Sink, a direct pathway to

Bill Menadier

our drinking water, without
an adequate study of the en-
vironmental impacts. Our
community deserves growth
that is smart, safe and honest.
Growth that passes one sim-
ple test: does this protect the
Alachua we love?

Second: Restoring trust
through real transparency.
Too many residents feel like
decisions are made for them,
not with them. A city manag-
er resigned with no public ex-
planation. An investigation
into the planning crisis was
started and killed—twice. A
precinct with the city’s high-
est minority voter turnout
was closed weeks before an
election. Each of these de-
cisions erodes the trust that
democracy runs on. We can-
not build a “good life” com-
munity on a foundation of se-
crecy and lies.

Menadier: Our neighbors
want to restore transparen-
cy at City Hall and manage
growth in a way that pre-
serves the Good Life Com-
munity charm.

We should focus on trans-
parency, access and ear-

COURTESY OF BILL MENADIER

ly public input. By making
meetings available online,
residents who cannot at-
tend in person can still par-
ticipate. T believe the com-
mission would benefit from
holding regular workshops
and open forums to gather
input before major decisions
are made. Managing growth
starts with strong planning.
The city is now reviewing its
comprehensive plan through
the Evaluations and Assess-
ment Report, which is a re-
quired update process. This
gives the commission a clear
chance to review current
policies and make deliberate
changes. After updates to the
comprehensive plan are ap-
proved, they guide changes
to land development regula-
tions, which directly shape
how and where growth hap-
pens. The commission can
encourage residents and
community leaders to take
part in this process and sub-
mit specific recommenda-
tions. This approach helps
ensure future development
reflects the voice of the com-
munity.
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By Isabel Bequer

More than $130,000 will flow into
North Central Florida nonprofits this
year thanks to a cornhole
tournament at the University of
Florida — a fundraising haul nearly
four times greater than what the
same event raised just a year ago.

The UF Department of Planning,
Design and Construction's Annual
Cornhole Tournament Fundraiser,
held at the end of February at the
university's band practice field, has
become one of the bigger
contributors to the UF Campaign for
Charities — a decades-old initiative
that funnels donations from the
campus community to more than 100
local nonprofit organizations.

"It takes a whole team effort,"” said
Kate Farmer, a project manager for
the Department of Planning, Design
and Construction, also known as
PDC. "We couldn't have done it
without all the staff and the vendors
that support PDC."

The cornhole tournament began
around 20 years ago and has since
grown exponentially, with a total of
56 cornhole boards, 224 participants
and 325 people in attendance this
year.

The event raised about $35,000 in
2025, but organizers at PDC came
together to brainstorm ways to top
that amount this year. One way they
decided to increase the draw of the
event was to include the Guinness
World Record Competition, to
encourage more participation in the
tournament. PDC’'s sustainability
coordinator, Dustin Stephany, got in

touch with the world record
organization to set up the cornhole
toss. The communications team
worked with the Guinness team to
film each toss based on the
organization’s specific guidelines.

This innovative idea helped the
tournament succeed significantly in
its fundraising efforts, and the UF
Campaign for Charities — the
campus-based initiative that
encourages members of the UF
community to give back to charities
that make a local impact —
benefited greatly.

Since 1993, the campaign has
raised more than $29 million for
groups providing everything from
medical assistance and legal aid to
hospice care and early childhood
education across the region.

Last year, the campaign raised
$783,088, much of which came
from individual donations, as well
as contributions from various UF
colleges and departments.

“Some of it was just kind of a
reinvigoration of our department
and a change in our culture
recently,” Farmer said about the
event's success this year.

The main group of sponsors for the
event were vendors for
construction projects on the UF
campus. These vendors range in
size, from small companies that

provide equipment to larger
companies that build entire
buildings. The main fundraising

push for the 2026 Campaign for
Charities will kick off in September
and run through November.

UF |FLORIDA
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Wiggles

True to my name, | love to play, wiggle, run, and make new
friends! Wiggles is incredibly smart and loves learning new
things, so he's a great match for an experienced dog owner
who can keep up with his energetic mind and body. He thrives
with engaging activities and would do best in a home where he
can continue his training and get plenty of mental stimulation.

humane society

OF NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA

4205 NW 6th St., Gainesville, FL 32609
(352) 373-5855 « www.humanesocietyncfl.org
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SUPPORTING LOCAL FAMILY FARMS & PRODUCE

SALE DATES: WEDNESDAY, APR. 1 - TUESDAY, APR. 6

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST ON EVERYTHING!

T-Bone Steaks Pork Spare Ribs Chicken Leg Quarters Boneless Sirloin Tip Roast
$12.99 /1, $2.69 /1 $7.90 / cacn $7.99 /1
Porterhouse Steaks $13.59 /Ib 10|b Bag
Pork Boston Butt Roast Smoked Ham Shank Portions
$219 /1, $259 /1
E-Z Peel Large Shrimp 2 1b Bag Tilapia Fillets BBOQ Boston Butt Chicken Thighs or Assorted Flavors
$15.59 / cacn $8.99 / cacn $749 /1 2519 $8.69 / cacn
26-30 count 21Ib.Bag
Strawberries (Half Flat) Bunch Broccoli Brussel Sprouts Cantaloupe Gala Apples
$12.99 / each é,,,w $2.99 / each éﬁﬁ;"# $299 /1 $3.00/each012/$5.00 $3.49/ exch
n . )
Great Flavor Top With Cheese Bake-Boil-Steam Ripe & Firm 3Ib Bag
Russet Potatoes Bunch Celery Baby Peeled Carrots Yellow Squash & Zucchini % Garden Salad & Cole Slaw
$3.00/ each or 2/$5.00 $1.99 / each $1.99 / each $199 /1 ¥ ”"# 3.00/ cach or 2/$5.00
51h. Bag Healthy Snack 11b. Bag Healthy Choice 12 0z. Bag

; COCA-COLA
Beautitullons % ON SALE NOW!

Manv Assorted All 12 packs 2 for $14.00
olors!

Body Armour 16 oz

Individual Bottles Only D5uY?2 CetlFree

DR Large Selection
Easter Plant Sale of Chocolates

. 2 Powerade
Now In Progress! Fair Trade WX 8 pack 2 for $13.50
Easter Lilly'sand  and Organic
7
Hydrangeast African Market ~ ™\ GAINESVILLE’S BEST WINE PRICES!

b
/
Pe]:;:i:t;'or mf&- Celebrate Cava Brut Pinot Grigio Rose

Easter! | otda! $6.99 rn $6.99 ron

Due to occasional delivery issues, quantities are not guaranteed and rain checks will not
be issued. Advertised price subject to change without notice due to supplier issues.

ay

515 NW 23rd Avenué| (352) 3:12-1741
Mon - Sat: 8am - 8 pm*Sunday:9am-7 pm
V4 WardsSupermarketl-"L (0) wardsgainesville
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Santa Fe s Boone, Dall’ Acqua finish third in Class 3A voting

PHOTO BY C.). GISH
Santa Fe's Wayne Boone

Raiders advanced to
their first final four
in program history
this past season

By Mike Ridaught
SpORTS DIRECTOR

Coming off its first final
four in program history, the
Santa Fe (Alachua) boys soc-
cer team is reaping the re-
wards with a couple of post-
season honors.

On March 20, senior mid-
fielder Wayne Boone finished
third in the voting for the

Florida Dairy Farmers Class
3A Player of the Year.

“Wayne is just a phenom-
enal young man,” said San-
ta Fe coach Morgan Dall’Ac-
qua. “He’s excellent in the
classroom, excellent in train-
ing, excellent on the surface,
really a leader of our team.
There’s a very, very bright fu-
ture for this young man.”

Boone, who had the
game-winning goal against
Suwannee (Live Oak) in a
2-1 win in the Class 3A-Re-
gion 1 Quarterfinals on Feb.
3, led the Raiders (14-5-3)
with 16 goals and seven as-
sists.

He finished behind 3A
POY Jadyn Senger of Cocoa
Beach and runner-up Jordan
Brifil of Avon Park.

“Everything  that he
does, he brings an intensi-
ty, and it doesn’t just elevate
his performance but every-
one around him,” Dall’Acqua
said. “Justa wonderful guy to
have in the locker room, and
it’s going to be very, very dif-
ficult to replace a player like
that.”

Dall’Acqua finished third
in the voting for Class 3A
Coach of the Year.

“The success came togeth-
er this season because of the

stuff that we put in place sev-
eral years ago,” he said. “We
work with these boys and get
them in the weight room, do-
ing our training stuff over the
summer. They're grinding
when everybody else is rest-
ing. They're putting in the
work. They’re putting in the
effort when other folks are
not and all of that hard work
culminated in a really, really
solid season.”

Dall’Acqua, the 2025 and
2024 Bosshardt Realty Big
School Coach of the Year, fin-
ished behind Jonathan Rosas
of state champion Downtown
Doral and Eric DeSousa of

state runner-up Somerset
Academy-Canyons  (Boyn-
ton Beach), who defeated the
Raiders in the Class 3A state
semifinals.

Both of those programs
were nationally ranked.

“Last year, it seemed
like we were giving up goals
the last three to five min-
utes of the game, or halves,”
Dall’Acqua said. “This sea-
son, we were finding the back
of the net in those last four to
five minutes. It’s not a sur-
prise that Wayne hits a goal
to tie with just a couple sec-

SANTA FE, B3

GHS evens series against Trenton

UF commit
Addison Allaire
struck out 20 in
a losing effort

By Mike Ridaught
SpORTS DIRECTOR

University of Florida
commit Addison Allaire was
flawless on Thursday night.

But one pitch ruined a
nearly perfect game.

Texas A&M commit Lean-
na Bourdage had an RBI sin-
gle in the bottom of the ninth
as GHS edged Trenton, 1-0,
at Boulware Ballpark.

As part of the “Kansas
Tiebreaker,” Trenton’s sec-
ond in as many days, Au-
bree Suarez led off the inning
in scoring position at sec-
ond base and went to third
on a sacrifice bunt by catch-
er Roxy Walsh.

However, leadoff hitter
Taylor Rogers bunted a line
drive to third and Trenton
third baseman Madison Hi-
note made a diving catch for
the second out of the inning.

Bourdage then hit a 0-1
pitch into center field for the
game-winner as the Hurri-
canes (7-6) split the 2-game
series.

“I knew she was going to
throw me a changeup,” Bour-
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PHOTO BY C.J. GISH

Gainesville players celebrate after Leanna Bourdage drives in the winning run in the bottom of the
ninth inning for a 1-0 victory over visiting Trenton.

dage said. “I was so ready. I
was like, okay sit back, you're
going to drive it.”

She also accounted for
their only run on Feb. 19,
a solo home run off Allaire,
which was one of just two
hits the junior allowed in the
first meeting.

The All-SEC matchup
in the circle between Allaire
and Bourdage lived up to its
billing.

“Obviously a pitcher’s

duel,” said Gainesville coach
Chris Chronister. “You can’t
go nine innings scoreless, or
eight innings scoreless, and
not have good pitching, and
they both were on their game
tonight. Addison did a great
job pitching. We were having
a hard time barreling it up
and Leanna was also on her
game, so just a fantastic effort
by both teams. Defensively,
both teams played incredible,
so just an overall great soft-

ball game.”

Allaire only allowed two
base runners through the
first eight innings with no
walks and 20 strikeouts

She carried a no-hitter
into the ninth.

“Addi did her job in the
circle, for sure,” said Trenton
coach Kevin Benson. “We just
didn’t do anything to help her
at the plate. We failed to ex-

GHS WINS, B3

2-1 win over Santa Fe.

By Marty Pallman
CORRESPONDENT

Buchholz took a trip up
to Alachua on Friday to
play Santa Fe in the first of
two meetings between the

teams over back-to-back
days.
Senior pitcher Dion

Wilburn allowed only two
hits and one walk with 12
strikeouts and went the dis-
tance as Buchholz edged
Santa Fe, 2-1.

“When he (Dion) woke

Buchholz’

s Wilburn

pitches gem in 2-1
win over Santa Fe

O BY C.J. GIS|

Buchholz pitcher Dion Wilburn (17) struck out 12 batters in a

up this morning, he didn’t
know if he was going to
pitch or not due to flu-like
symptoms,” Buchholz coach
Chris Malphurs said. “It
was a four o’clock type de-
cision if he was going to go
and we were going to keep
him on a pretty tight pitch
count. The game was tight
and he kept wanting to go
out there.”

Buchholz (10-6) took
the lead right away in the

BUCHHOLZ, B2

Trenton softball

PHOTO BY C.J. GISH

Trenton celebrates after Lexi Faught drove in Montana Moen for
the winning run in the bottom of the ninth inning against visiting

Santa Fe (Alachua).
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rallies past Santa Fe in 9 innings

Sophomore
Lexi Faught has
walk-off RBI
single for Tigers

By Mike Ridaught
SpORTS DIRECTOR

Two of the top softball
teams in the state went head-
to-head on March 24 at John
A. Vickers Field in Trenton.

It took extra innings to
determine the winner.

Sophomore Lexi Faught’s
bases-loaded base hit to left

LOCAL EXPERTISE

SELL WITH CONFIDENCE AND
ACHIEVE EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS

field scored senior Montana
Moen for the winning run
as Trenton rallied past San-
ta Fe (Alachua), 4-3, in nine
innings.

“It was a battle in the cir-
cle, two really good pitchers
dueling it out,” said Trenton
coach Kevin Benson.

Two-time defending state
champion Trenton, which is
ranked No. 1 in the FHSAA
Rural classification and No.
7 overall in Florida, had Uni-
versity of Florida commit
Addison Allaire in the circle.

Santa Fe countered with
the nation’s No. 1 freshman
pitcher, according to Line

iy

Drive Media, Rylee “Roo”
Swilley, who is teammates
with Allaire during the sum-
mer.

It was textbook small
school ball early by the visit-
ing Raiders.

Following an  Allaire
strikeout to start the game,
Santa Fe junior Madisen
Crosby walked and then used
her speed to go from first to
third base on a sacrifice bunt
by sophomore third baseman
Callie Blair.

The wind was blowing
in for most of the night, and
freshman Corie Wheeler (2-
for-3, 2 RBI) hit a soft line
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drive to right field, which
dropped for a hit and drove
in Crosby for a 1-0 lead.

“She’s been a clutch hitter
for us,” said Santa Fe coach
Gene Findley.

Allaire (9 IP, 3R, 3 ER, 2
BB, 13K) struck out the side
in order in the bottom of the
second, but the Raiders (13-
2), who are ranked No. 2 in
Class 3A and 13th in Florida,
manufactured another run.

Sophomore Maren
Hornsby had an infield hit to
third to start the top of the
third inning.

TRENTON, B2
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After consecutive sac-
rifice bunts by Crosby and
Blair to move Hornsby to
third base, Wheeler hit a
ground ball single to right
field, scoring Hornsby, for a
2-0 lead.

Trenton (12-1) answered
in its half of the third with
three runs on just two hits
and two costly Santa Fe er-
rors.

Moen reached on an er-
ror at shortstop and senior
Presley Akins walked to put
two on with zero outs. Swil-
ley struck out sophomore
leadoff hitter Addilyn Wel-
bers, but Faught (2-for-5,
RBI, RS) beat out a ground
ball to third for a hit to load
the bases.

However, a pop-up by
Allaire to second base was
misplayed for an error, al-
lowing Moen to score.

“In these types of games,
you've got to keep the errors
down to a minimum,” Find-
ley said.

Junior MacKenzie Fish-
er singled to left field and
drove in Akins to tie the
game at 2-2.

Fisher  was
against Swilley.

“That kid is phenome-
nal,” Benson said. “There’s
no quit in that kid. She’s
constantly looking for im-
provements, and she loves to
be coached. She loves to be
pushed hard and challenged.
She’s just got the heart of a
Tiger. That kid is so fun to
coach, always brings great
energy and gives 100% in ev-
erything she does.”

The final run of the in-
ning came on a groundout
to third base by sophomore
catcher Khloe Kirby, but
Swilley struck out senior
Madison Hinote with two
runners on base.

Swilley, who went 2-for-
4 at the plate with a home
run, tossed 8+ innings and
allowed four runs, all un-

4-for-4

OTO BY C.). GISH

Santa Fe's Callie Blair (3) lays down a bunt in the top of the

ninth inning against Trenton.

PHOTO BY C.J. GISH

Santa Fe coach Gene Findley congratulates Rylee Swilley (19)
on a solo home run that tied the game at 3-3 in the top of the

sixth inning at Trenton.

earned, on seven hits with
three walks and 10 strike-
outs.

“Roo is a great pitcher,”
Benson said. “She throws
it well, she proves she’s got
a big stick at the plate, and
she’s just an all-around, real-

ly good softball player. Cou-
ple that with the speed and
athleticism that Santa Fe
has behind her, that’s a great
team over there that it took
us nine innings.”

Swilley crushed a foul

ball down the left field line

that just missed being a
2-run home run in the third
inning.

Allaire struck her out to
end the third inning, but the
freshman got revenge with a
solo home run to left field to
tie the game at 3-3 in the top
of the sixth inning.

That forced extra innings
and the “Kansas Tiebreak-
er,” which puts a runner on
second base to start each in-
ning.

Santa Fe loaded the bas-
es with no outs in the top of
the eighth inning, but Al-
laire worked out of the jam
thanks to a couple of put-
outs at the plate by Hinote
and Fisher, followed by Al-
laire’s 12th strikeout of the
night.

“We work every day on
plays at the plate,” Benson
said. “And she did a great job
generating two good ground
balls that we were able to
get two quick outs there at
the plate, and then she did
the rest herself for the third
out.”

One of the stranger plays
in the game occurred in the
bottom of the eighth inning.

With the winning run at
third base, Moen popped it
up between third base and
the circle. Blair charged it,
but it dropped just beyond
her reach, and it appeared to
give the Tigers the victory.

However, Blair didn’t
touch the ball, and it
bounced and rolled foul past
the third base line. Swilley
struck out Moen to end the
inning.

After Allaire struck out
her 13th batter of the night,
Blair grounded out with two
runners in scoring position
in the top of the ninth in-
ning, setting up the heroics
in the final at-bat.

Akins, Welbers and
Faught all had hits in the
bottom of the ninth inning
with nobody out.

PHOTO BY C.J. GISH

Santa Fe catcher Cole Crevasse (7) tags out Buchholz's Aidan Kas-
tensmidt (2) in the second inning.

top of the first. Senior lead-
off hitter Zac Brown sin-
gled and eventually scored
on an infield single by senior
Blake Brewer for a 1-0 Bob-
cats lead.

Buchholz  had  plen-
ty of opportunities to add
to the lead, but Santa Fe se-
nior starter Cohen Bennett
worked out of multiple jams
to keep the Raiders within a
run.

“If you look at his (Ben-
nett’s) numbers, you ar-
en’t going to get big-eyed or
amazed by them,” Santa Fe
coach Kyle Brooks said. “If
you watch the guy pitch, he’s
been unbelievable. He’s cool,
calm, and collected, he trusts
his stuff and he trusts the
guys behind him.”

Bennett worked out of a
runner at third and one-out
jam in the second inning and
a bases-loaded, one-out sit-
uation in the third inning
to keep Santa Fe within one
run.

In fact, Buchholz had 10
hits and left 11 men on base
for the game, but they did get
an insurance run against re-
liever Jackson Ruppert in the
sixth as Ashton Norris sin-

gled in Hudson Sapp for a 2-0
Bobcats lead.

Meanwhile, Wilburn was
rolling. He retired the first
12 Santa Fe hitters he faced
with five strikeouts.

“I don’t know if I've ever
been part of a game where we
had 10 hits and only scored
two runs,” Malphurs said. “It
was a weird-type night, just
couldn’t get that timely hit.
But give our kids credit, they
kept battling and got that
late run and stayed ahead and
got the win.”

Santa Fe got its only run
in the bottom of the sixth in-
ning as Ruppert singled and
scored on a passed ball. But
Wilburn struck out the final
five Raiders’ batters for the
complete game win.

Santa Fe falls to 4-13 with
their sixth one-run loss of the
season and third one-run de-
feat in a row.

“The one-run losses are
haunting wus right now,”
Brooks said. “But we are get-
ting better as a team and the
goal is to get better by the
end of the year. We are go-
ing to get over the hump and
when we do, we could be a
scary team.”
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Taylor Booth
Buchholz Flag Football

This week’s Meldon Law Scholar Athlete is one of the
premiere Florida flag football players. Buchholz senior
Taylor Booth is one of the top-ranked flag football athletes
not only in the state but nationally as she is averaging over
180 receiving yards per game for the 8-0 Bobcats. She was
named to the Jaguars All Prep 25 team
following her junior season in 2025.

MELDONLAW
/’ Do éﬁ( //a w1

Flag football, a sport invented in World War Il as a non-
contact recreational sport for military personnel to
maintain fitness without injuries during war originally
called touch and tail football. This became a sanctioned
sport for women in the Florida High School Athletic
Association in 2003 and continues to make a
boom in North Central Florida.

Booth was also the leading scorer, averaging 15.6 points
per game, for the 19-8 Buchholz girls basketball team that
advanced to the Class 6A-Region 1 quarterfinals.

Scan here to nominate a TV20 Meldon Law
Scholar Athlete of the Week in 2025-26.

< A QWild Birds Unllimited

kl Nature Shop

Come see us for nature related and fair-trade gifts

with expert advice for the best in:
Bird Food ¢ Feeders * Bird Baths « Garden Accents

4212 NW 16% Blvd., Fresh Market Shopping Center
(352) 381-1997 Shop online at wbu.com/Gainesville

SCREEN REPLACEMENT

PET DOORS

PRESSURE WASHING

GUTTER WORK + MORE!

DON’T SETTLE

FOR SETBALKS

Call us to Upgrade, Repair, or Replace ¥

2 OFF BOTTLES
OF WINE AND CHAMPAGNE
ALL DAY

Butler Town Center
3597 SW 32nd Ct #10, Gainesville
(352) 570-7785
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Gainesville’s Leanna Bourdage (14) tags out Trenton’s Lexi Faught (12) just before she reaches home plate in the top of the eighth inning.

ecute several bunts, and I
think we had probably had
seven or eight batters in scor-
ing position that we just
couldn’t push across because
we weren't executing at the
plate and situational hitting.
It was a very frustrating night
at the plate for us. Leanna did
a good job keeping our bat-
ters off balance.”

Both teams had a chance
to win it in regulation.

Trenton (12-2) No. 9 hit-
ter Presley Akins doubled,
sending Santa Fe College
commit Montana Moen, who
had walked, to third base.
After a line drive bunt was
caught at third base, Bourd-
age struck out Lexi Faught to
end the threat.

In the bottom of the sev-
enth, FSCJ commit Lana Re-
nicks was hit by a pitch and
went from first to third on a
sacrifice bunt by Emma Bar-
ton. However, Allaire struck
out No. 5 hitter Makenna
Young to send the game into
extra innings.

PHOTO BY C.). GISH

Gainesville's Aubree Suarez (7) scores the winning run in the bot-
tom of the ninth inning against Trenton.

The Tigers almost scored
again in the top of the eighth
inning.

With Faught at second
base to start the inning, Al-
laire moved her to third with
a sacrifice bunt. Faught came
home on a passed ball, but

Walsh was able to get it to
Bourdage for a tag out at the
plate.

“That’s just a great play
by Roy Walsh, T mean, she
just made the play, get the
ball into Leanna and Leanna
did her job covering the plate,
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and was there in time, and
they made the play,” Chro-
nister said. “But those are the
types of plays that you have
to make in games like this,
right? You can’t beat good
teams by just playing average
ball. You have to play the top
of your game, and T felt like
we did that tonight.”

Trenton didn’t get its first
hit until St. Leo Universi-
ty commit MacKenzie Fish-
er (2-for-3) singled to center
field in the top of the fourth
inning. She had two of their
four hits.

Allaire struck out 11 in a
row and 15 out of 16 from the
second through the seventh
and she struck out four in a
row prior to the final inning,

“It was a really good
game,” Allaire said. “Leanna
did great. I had a pretty good
night for myself, but my team
stayed up, stayed behind me.
I knew they were going to
have my back behind me. It’s
a tough loss, but we’ll learn
from it and come back better.”

onds left and puts the game
into overtime (regional
semifinals). We were in re-
ally, really good shape this
season, and the boys were
not willing to compromise.
They were going to fight for
80 minutes. If you came to
Santa Fe High School, you
were coming for a battle.”

Santa Fe, which defeat-
ed Pensacola Catholic in
the region final to advance
to its first final four, repeat-
ed as district champions
and made its deepest post-
season run in school his-
tory despite losing several
players to graduation. Plus,
goalkeeper Mayer Steen de-
cided to focus on football
and the Raiders played with
a freshman goalie this year
in Hunter LaLonde.

“We always did a kind of
preseason look forward and
how things are going to go
and a lot of my questions
that T think I had coming
into the season is what we
were going to do in our de-
fensive third, and how we
were going to come up with
a way of replacing four all
area players of the year,”

PHOTO BY C.J. GISH
Santa Fe boys soccer coach Morgan DallAcqua.

Dall’Acqua said. “Wayne
took over the center third
of the field, was our leading
goal scorer on the back end
of the season, really picked
the team up, kind of carried
the program on his back, led
by example, and the boys
that surrounded him kind
of met that effort that he
was fighting with...this was
a self-motivating team, and
it was really a special thing
to be a part of.”

The seven individual
class finalists for the 2026
Florida Dairy Farmers Mr.
Soccer and Boys’ Soccer
Coach-of-the-Year ~ were
also announced following
balloting by a statewide
panel of high school boys’
soccer coaches and prep me-
dia representatives.

Every finalist was the
leading vote-getter in their
classification, making each
one the Player-of-the-Year
or Coach-of-the-Year in
that class. The 2026 Mr.
Soccer and Boys’ Soccer
Coach-of-the-Year will be
announced following a fi-
nal round of balloting by
coaches and media.

Celebrating the Lives of Our Community

Florida 32609, (352) 378-2528

Sarah Louvenia McCants 11/5/1921 - 3/20/2026 With heavy hearts, we announce the passing of Sara
Louvenia McCants, 104, of Claxton, GA. Services took place on March 31st at 11 AM at the Forest Meadows
Funeral Home Chapel. Arrangements have been entrusted to Forest Meadows Funeral Home, 725 NW 23rd
Avenue, Gainesville, Florida 32609, (352) 378-2528
Donna Jean Hoffman - 7/12/1962 - 3/20/2026 Arrangements have been entrusted to Forest Meadows
Funeral Home, 725 NW 23rd Avenue, Gainesville, Florida 32609, (352) 378-2528

Mickey E. Atkinson - 1/21/1942 - 3/20/2026 With profound sadness, we announce the passing of Mickey
Atkinson, 84, of Fort White, Florida. Services took place on March 26th. Evans Carter Funeral Home, High
Springs Main St, High Springs, FL 32643, (386) 454-2444
Roy Lee Brandon - 10/17/1943 - 3/19/2026 With deep sadness, we announce the passing of Roy Lee
Brandon, 82, of Fort White, Florida. Services took place at Evans Carter Funeral Home on March 30th. Evans
Carter Funeral Home, High Springs Main St, High Springs, FL 32643 (386) 454-2444

Constance King - 9/17/1931 - 3/23/2026 With heavy hearts, we announce the passing of Constance H. King,
94, of Gainesville, Florida. Services took place at Forest Meadows Funeral Home on March 31st, at 5:00 PM.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Forest Meadows Funeral Home, 725 NW 23rd Avenue, Gainesville,

Joseph Peter Castronovo - 7/30/1947 - 3/23/2026 We are saddened to announce the passing of Joseph
"Joe" Castronovo, 78, of Blue Ridge, Georgia. Mass took place at St. Madeleine Catholic Church on March
30th at Evans Carter Funeral Home, High Springs Main St, High Springs, FL 32643, (386) 454-2444
Ronald Clarke Wallcraft - 8/19/1960 - 3/21/2026 - Arrangements have been entrusted to Forest Meadows
Funeral Home, 725 NW 23rd Avenue, Gainesville, Florida 32609, (352) 378-2528

Larry Moore - 5/10/1947 - 312412026 Arrangements have been entrusted to Evans Carter Funeral Home.
Evans Carter Funeral Home, High Springs Main St, High Springs, FL 32643, (386) 454-2444

Robert Collins Sutton - 8/25/1945 - 3/24/2026 Arrangements have been entrusted to Evans Carter Funeral
Home. Evans Carter Funeral Home, High Springs Main St, High Springs, FL 32643, (386) 454-2444
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What’s Going On, GNV?

Mainstreetdailynews.com

A premier gmde for local events

The weekly events listing is a
selection of items pulled from
Mainstreet Daily News’ website
calendar.

To submit an event, you can
visit mainstreetdailynews.com
and click on the events
section or you can send us
an email at submissions@
mainstreetdailynews.com.

Wednesday, April 1

April Fool's Day STEAM tricks
3 p.m. at Tower Road Branch
Library, 3020 SW 75th St.
Make a paperclip float and cre-
ate a rainbow bridge.

Free.

Gatorball Academy

Pitching Clinics

5:30 p.m. at Jonesville Park,
3401 NW 143rd St.

Training areas: pre-throwing,
warm up, throwing program,
long toss, mechanical training,
bullpens and post-throwing
arm care for ages 9-14.

$40.

Chabad Passover

6 p.m. at the O'Connell Center,
250 Gale Lemerand Dr.
Celebrate the eve of Passover
and a mingle with appetizers
of fish, salads, dips, soup, fruit
and macaroons.

Free.

Community Nights

6 p.m. at South Main Station,
619 S Main St.

A unique itinerary boasting
a range of skill-share work-
shops, live music and special
bar offerings at Heartwood
Soundstage. Free.

Gainesville Frisbee

6:15 p.m. at The One Love
Cafe, 4989 NW 40th PL
Learn how to play frisbee, all
ages welcome. Free.

Swan Lake

7 p.m. at the Phillips Center,
3201 Hull Rd.

World Ballet Company’s Swan
Lake is a breathtaking produc-
tion featuring 50 professional
dancers, over 150 hand-craft-
ed costumes and a live orches-
tra performing Tchaikovsky's
unforgettable score. $45-115.

stage.

Thursday, April 2

UF Mobile OBGYN Outreach
10 a.m. at Partnership Branch,
912 NE 16th Ave.

The UF Health OB/GYN Mobile
Outreach vehicle will be on
site to offer services regard-
less of insurance or ability to
pay. Free.

Tiny Tots &

Homeschoolers Skate

11 a.m. at Skate Station Fun-
works, 1311 NW 76th Blvd.
Grab your scooters, trikes or
skates and get ready to jump
into the fun. $10.

AUl About Blueberries

11 a.m. at UF/IFAS Extension
Alachua County Office, 22716
W Newberry Rd.

Learn more about blueberry
production in Florida and how
to create healthy, tasty reci-
pes. Register online. $20.

UF Health Lactation

Drop-in Clinic

2 p.m. at Metcalfe Elementary
School, 1250 NE 18th Ave.
Expectant parents are wel-
come to ask questions, create
a plan and address concerns
about breastfeeding. Free.

STEAM Crafts

3 p.m. at Headquarters Branch,
401 E University Ave.

New science and art projects
inspired by seasonal themes
with all crafting supplies pro-
vided. Free.

Art After Dark Museum Nights
5 p.m. at The Harn Museum,
3259 Hull Rd.

An opportunity to browse cur-
rent exhibitions on a weekday
evening. Free.

Friday, April 3

Meow Meow

7 p.m. at the Phillips Center,
3201 Hull Rd.

Mixing laugh-out-loud comedy
with powerhouse vocals, this
leading-edge artist is bold,
outrageous and full of surpris-
es. $35-55.

"Mary Poppins- The
Broadway Musical”

7 p.m. at Ripple Theatricals,
5505 SW 63rd Blvd.

A live orchestra and lots of fun
for audience members of all
ages. $15-20.

Elements of Style
7 p.m. at The Jackson N. Sasser

COURTESY OF HEARTWOOD SOUNDSTAGE
Athens, Georgia indie rock band The Ocho will perform Friday, April 3, bringing their distinctive sound and growing fanbase to the

Fine Arts Hall, 3000 NW 83 St.
New works by the distin-
guished Santa Fe College
dance faculty featuring a
guest artist. $20.

Al Your Friends

8 p.m. at The Wooly, 20 N Main
St.

An indie dance party for

the ones who still romanti-
cize a scratched iPod, Ameri-
can Spirits, and a blurry night
soundtracked by bloghouse
and post-punk revival.

$23.

The Ocho

8 p.m. at Heartwood Sound-
stage, 619 S Main St.

A 5-piece indie rock band, fu-
eled by an eclectic array of
musical influences, their dis-
tinctive sound pulls listeners
through diverse moods, styles
and reflections.

$19-25.

UF Observatory Public Night
8:30 p.m. at Bryant Space Sci-
ence Center, 1772 Stadium Rd.
The Department of Astronomy
operates an on-campus teach-
ing observatory for education-
al and public programs.

Free.

Saturday, April 4

15th Annual Gator Clot Trot

9 a.m. at Depot Park, 874 SE
4th St.

A Fun Walk and 5K Run includ-
ing an easter egg hunt and
special guest with floppy ears.
$10-25.

Living History Saturday

9 a.m. at Morningside Nature
Center, 3540 E University Ave.
Plant a seed in the garden us-
ing period tools in the wood
shop and say hello to the ani-
mals at the farm. Free.

Gainesville Cars & Coffee

9 a.m. at Tioga Town Center,
150 SW 129th Terr., Newberry
A family-friendly car meeting
open to all automotive fans.
Free.

Rim Ramble Hike at

Paynes Prairie

10 a.m. at La Chua Trail Horse
Barn, 4801 Camp Ranch Rd.
This 1.5-mile trail meanders
through a dense upland forest
and sinkhole rich topography.
Free with park admission.

Gainesville Asian Festival
10 a.m. at Bo Diddley Plaza,

111 E University Ave.

The event features a captivat-
ing schedule of performances,
food trucks, craft vendors and
tabling organizations. Free.

Emmet Cohen Trio

7 p-m. at The Phillips Center,
3201 Hull Rd.

With his signature hard-bop
style and infectious groove,
Cohen leads his top-tier trio
in music that's melodic, acces-
sible and downright fun. $25-
60.

Sunday, April 5

Unicorn Party

10 a.m. at Possum Creek Park,
4009 NW 53rd Ave.

Come learn how to join Girl
Scouts, enjoy snacks, water,
and a whimsical story. Unicorn
Fashion Show and Dance Par-
ty. Free.

Easter Brunch Buffet
10:30 a.m. at Best Western
Gateway Grand, 4200 NW
97th Blvd.

Join for a delightful Easter
Brunch. $20-50.

Bloom: A Concert of Renewal
11 a.m. at Unity of Gainesville,
8801 NW 39th Ave.

A concert celebrating themes
of transformation, hope and
renewal. Free.

Birds and Brews Guided Walks
5:45 p.m. at First Magnitude
BrewingCompany, 1220 SE Ve-
itch St.

There will be an hour-long
guided tour identifying the ae-
rial friends. Free.

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

THEME: FILL-IN-THE-BLANKS

ACROSS

1. Double’s trick
6. Pick
9. Marching band member

13. North one or South one, in Asia

14. Morse Code dash
15. Root of iris

16. Indian black tea
17. Mother lode stuff
18. Disinclined
19.*Mad asa
21. *Fitasa

23. Pilgrimage to Mecca
24.*% A Sketch
25. R&R destination
28. Table, in Mexico
30. Aerie baby

35. Otter’s den

37.*  asabutton
39. Type of union

40. Axillary, in biology
41. *Bored to
43. Fit of shivering

44. Treated with calcium hydroxide

46. Recipe amt.

47. Not fiction

48. *Lawrence and DiCaprio
50. Like some hard times

52. *Tothe  degree

53. Not less

55.*Hi- __ graphics

57. *Fly off the

60. *Stormina

63. Louisiana swamp

64.%"  whiz!”

66. Did like a lunatic

68. Mr. T and friends

69. *Amistola  istowe
70. Certain pudding ingredient
71. Mosquito net, e.g.

72. Local area network

73. Leavening agent

DOWN

1. Reggae’s cousin

2. Silly talk

3. Minor one in the sky

4. Not o’er

5. Type of gong instrument

6. *
7%

____ -Eaters

for the course
8. *’Grand
9. Walked on

Auto”

10. Caspian Sea feeder

11. *"Take a

Out of Crime”

12. Type of tree

15. Idiom for outdated or trite (2 words)
20. Tape deck button

22. *Break the

24. Palatable
we dance?
President Franklin Roosevelt’s diagnosis

25. %
26.

27. *”Remember the 1”
29. Cooking grease
31. Tennis’ Steffi

32. Flotsam and jetsam alternative
33. Something educed

34. *By the skin of your

movie “Don’t 36.

Hiker’s journey

38. Gaelic language

42.%
45.
49.

tire
Lollipop brand
D.C. mover and shaker

51. Not very far
54. Fit for a king

56.
57.*A

Go “Boo!”
-hate relationship

58. Pirates’ affirmatives
59. Famous flood survivor

60. *Nirvana’s “Smells Like
61. Iris holder
62. *Three
63. “Kapow!”

”

Spirit

in a pod

65. Pitcher’s stat
67. Banned insecticide, acr.
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Meet the Candldates Archer Commission 2026

Lewandowski
secures Seat 4,
Penny and Rossi
vie for Seat 5

By Lillian Hamman
REPORTER

On April 14, the city of
Archer will hold an election
for City Commission Seats
4 and 5, with one seat going
unchallenged.

The race for Seat 4 has
been settled as Commis-
sioner Marilyn Green chose
not to run again, and retired
Army lieutenant colonel and
business developer Bill Le-
wandowski is running as the
sole candidate.

Mainstreet sent the fol-
lowing questions to each
candidate, and their answers
are printed here with minor
edits only for style.

Seat5
Kathy Penny

Penny is the incum-
bent and did respond to
the questionnaire in time
for publication of this sto-
ry. According to the city
of Archer’s website, Pen-
ny was first elected to the
City Commission in July
2021 and re-elected in April
2022.

Jennifer Rossi

Occupation: I'm an art-
ist and small business own-
er. I host painting events
and create custom artwork,
and a big part of my work is
bringing people together in
our community through cre-
ativity.

Previous experience in
elected office: T have served
as adepartment manager in a
historic town where T was re-
sponsible for preparing and
managing my department’s
yearly budget. In that role,
I worked on special proj-
ects alongside the police de-
partment and public works,
which gave me valuable ex-
perience in how different
departments work togeth-
er to serve the communi-
ty. I also have experience in
municipal waste manage-
ment and working with Ed-
munds [GovTech] govern-
ment software. In addition,
I've worked in a county tax
office, which gave me insight
into the financial side of lo-
cal government.

Website: Voters can
learn more about me on my
personal Facebook page,
where T'll be sharing up-
dates. T also encourage peo-
ple to reach out, ask ques-
tions or visit with me in
person. Connecting with the
community is very import-
ant to me.

COURTESY KATHY PENNY
Kathy Penny

What prompted you to
run for election?

I chose to run because
I truly love this communi-
ty and believe in its poten-
tial. Archer deserves leader-
ship that listens and works
for the people. I want to help
restore financial stability
while rebuilding the sense of
community that makes this
town so special. I'm running
because I care deeply about
the people here and the fu-
ture we're creating together.

What vote are you
proudest of the commission
making in the past year?

I'm proud of the vote to
stop approving monthly fi-

COURTESY OF JENNIFER ROSSI
Jennifer Rossi

nancial reports without first
having a clear understand-
ing of our full budget. Fi-
nancial transparency and ac-
curacy are essential for good
governance, and it’s import-
ant that we make decisions
based on complete and reli-
able information.

What has changed the
most about the city since
you first campaigned?

One of the most import-
ant changes is the addition
of our new city manager
and assistant city manag-
er and also the addition of
an accountant to help move
us forward with our financ-
es. I believe this gives us an

COURTESY OF BILL LEWANDOWSKI
Bill Lewandowski

opportunity to work togeth-
er more effectively and focus
on stability and responsible
financial planning,

What are the two most
important issues facing Ar-
cher?

The two most important
issues facing Archer right
now are rebuilding trust be-
tween the community and
city leadership and restor-
ing financial stability. Many
residents feel disconnected
from some of the decisions
being made, and it’s import-
ant that we work to rebuild
that trust through transpar-
ency and accountability. At
the same time, we must fo-

cus on responsible financial
decisions that put our city
on a stable path forward.

How do you think the
City Commission should
address those issues?

I believe the commission
can begin addressing these
issues by focusing on trans-
parency, accountability and
responsible financial plan-
ning. Rebuilding trust starts
with open communication—
making sure residents feel
heard and understand how
and why decisions are being
made. At the same time, we
need to take a careful look at
our city’s finances and prior-
itize responsible budgeting
so we can restore stability
and plan for the future.

What decisions do you
believe need to be made to
address Archer’s budget
concerns?

I believe addressing Ar-
cher’s budget concerns starts
with taking a careful look
at our current finances and
making responsible decisions
about spending. We need to
prioritize the services our
community depends on, look
for ways to operate more ef-
ficiently and make sure we’re
planning for the long-term
financial health of our city.

Every decision we make
should be with the goal of
putting Archer on a stable
financial path for the future.

North Florida Hospital receives 2026 America’s 250 Best Hospitals Award

Gainesville hospital
earns award for
fourth straight year
STAFF REPORTS

Healthgrades named

HCA Florida North Flori-
da Hospital one of Ameri-

ca’s 250 Best for the fourth
straight year.

In a release sent on March
19, Healthgrades, the No.
1 site Americans use when
searching for a doctor or hos-
pital, selected HCA Flori-
da North Florida Hospital in
Gainesville among the top 5%
of U.S. hospitals for overall
clinical performance.

According to the release,
last fall, Healthgrades ranked
HCA Florida North Florida
Hospital No. 1 for GI surgery;
No. 2 for surgical care; No. 3
for joint replacement and or-
thopedic surgery; and No. 4
for GI care and vascular sur-
gery.

“HCA Florida North Flor-
ida Hospital is honored by

Healthgrades’ recognition of
our exceptional team’s dedi-
cation to providing the high-
est quality of patient care,”
said HCA Florida North
Florida Hospital CEO Gabe
Bullaro in the press release.
“As a top-performing hospital,
our focus is always on saving
and improving lives, and this
recognition underscores our

hospital’s longstanding com-
mitment to our community.”

Healthgrades evaluates
risk-adjusted mortality and
complication rates for over 30
procedures and common con-
ditions at nearly 4,500 hospi-
tals nationwide.

“This year's America’s
Best Hospitals list gives pa-
tients a clearer picture of

where high-quality care is de-
livered most consistently,”
said Dr. Alana Biggers, med-
ical advisor at Healthgrades,
in the press release. “Patients
can feel confident in their de-
cision to seek care at HCA
Florida North Florida Hos-
pital, a hospital that is setting
the standard for clinical ex-
cellence nationwide.”

The Kiwanis Club of Gainesville is proud to present the

CITIZENS OF THE MONTH

Lucas Tyler
Alachua

Reid Gilhooly
High Springs

“Ariah Sims
%etcalfe

Kerra Young
Archer

Alisa Uriasieva
Chiles

Jamylah Calhoun
[dylwild

Zelda McDonald
Micanopy

Mia Brown-Campbell

Tristan Matthews
Shell Sidney Lanier
Sponsored by
MAINST
yorr el (>

&

Ramon Smith
Irby

Meagan Huff
Newberry

Jennifer Recarte-Varela
Talbot

(arlos Washington
Foster

LaveIIe FIowers
Lake Forest

Londyn Cloud
Norton

LondynJohnson
Terwilliger

BOSSHARDT

—REALTY SERVICES——

awards, recognizing one student from each elementary school in Alachua County. At the end of the school year, each school picks a Citizen of the Year. This award by their teachers and peers is based upon their scholastic
standing, attitude, conduct, their contribution to the community (for example, 4H, Scouts, church), and their extracurricular activities. The Kiwanis Club wishes to thank its partners and supporters in this program:

Mainstreet Daily News, IQ Fiber, Campus Credit Union, Insomnia Cookies, Domino’s Pizza,
Dave and Busters, Crime Stoppers, Santa Fe College Zoo, McAlister’s Deli, Zaxby’s PF Chang's.

Alachua

Bailey Depelza
Glen Springs

Margay Ferraro
Littlewood

Grace Berger |
Parker

Mia Wang
Wiles

OF

CHILDREN’S TRUST

ALACH

www.childrenstrustofalachuacounty.us

Tyzane Win
Hidden Oak

| Lupe Hudtwalcker
Meadowbrook

Khloe Felire-oas
Rawlings

Williams

UA COUNTY
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LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR ALACHUA COUNTY,
FLORIDA PROBATE DI-
VISION

File No.
012026CP000675XX XX XX
Division PROBATE

IN RE: ESTATE OF
MAUREEN ROBYN SUR-
DEZ

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the es-
tate of Maureen Robyn Sur-
dez, deceased, whose date of
death was January 8, 2026, is
pending in the Circuit Court
for Alachua County, Flori-
da, Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is 201 E Uni-
versity Ave, Gainesville, FL
32601. The names and ad-
dresses of the personal rep-
resentative and the personal
representative’s attorney are
set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent
and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent’s estate on whom a
copy of this notice is required
to be served must file their
claims with this court ON
OR BEFORE THE LAT-
ER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE TIME OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the
decedent and other per-
sons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s es-
tate must file their claims
with this court WITHIN 3
MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE.

The personal representa-
tive has no duty to discover
whether any property held
at the time of the decedent’s
death by the decedent or the
decedent’s surviving spouse
is property to which the Flor-
ida Uniform Disposition of
Community Property Rights
at Death Act as described in
ss. 732.216-732.228, Florida
Statutes, applies, or may ap-
ply, unless a written demand
is made by a creditor as spec-
ified under s. 732.2211, Flor-
ida Statutes. The written de-
mand must be filed with the
clerk.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED
WITHIN THE TIME PE-
RIODS SET FORTH IN
FLORIDA STATUTES
SECTION 733.702 WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING
THE TIME PERIODS SET
FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2)
YEARS OR MORE AFTER
THE DECEDENT’'S DATE
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication
of this notice is April 1, 2026.
Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative:

Personal Representative:
BEACON LEGACY LAW
John J. Mangan, Jr., Esq. / FL
Bar #: 10020

Heather Smith, Esq. / FL
Bar #: 610593

For the Firm

901 SW Martin Downs
Blvd., Ste. 205

Palm City, FL 34990
Telephone: (772) 324-9050
Fax: (772) 919-4291

E-Mail: hsmith@beaconleg-
acylaw.com

Secondary E-Mail: parale-
gals@beaconlegacylaw.com
Attorney for Petitioner/Per-
sonal Representative

Paul Leon Surdez

23845 320th Street

Bagley, Minnesota 56671
April 1,8, 2026

NOTICE UNDER

FICTITIOUS NAME LAW
PURSUANT TO

SECTION 865.09
FLORIDA STATUTES
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the undersigned, de-
siring to engage in business
under the Fictitious Name
of TM]J Sleep Airway Ortho-
dontics, with a mailing ad-
dress of 9161 SW 49th PI,
Gainesville, FL 32608 and
a principal office located in
Alachua County, intends to

register the said name with
the Florida Dept. of State,
Division of Corporations,
Tallahassee, Florida. Owner:
Aguirre Orthodontics, PA
April 1, 2026

NOTICE OF SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE EIGHTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR ALACHUA
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASENO.:2025-CA-001576
MILLENNIUM BANK, for-
merly known as
COLUMBIA BANK, a bank-
ing corporation

organized and existing under
the law of

Tennessee,

Plaintiff,

Vs.

RAWSAN AKTHER and
MAMUNUR MEAH
RASHID,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is given that pursu-
ant to the Report and Rec-
ommendation of the General
Magistrate, Final Judgment
of Foreclosure entered on
December 12, 2025 in the
above-styled cause, that J.K.
“Jess” Irby, Esq., as the Clerk
of the Court, shall sell, at a
single public sale, to the high-
est and best bidder for cash
by electronic sale on Thurs-
day, April 30, 2026 at 11:00
am. at https://www.alach-
ua.realforeclose.com/index.
cfm in accordance with ES.
§45.031, the following-de-
scribed property:

The North 2/3 less the N 1/3
of the SW 1/4 of the NW
1/4 of Section 33, Township
9 South, Range 18 East, sub-
ject to right-of-way over and
across the Westerly Bound-
ary thereof.

and the real property is
identified as Tax Parcel No.
04283-007-000.

Any person claiming an in-
terest in the surplus from
the sale, if any, other than
the property owner as of
the date of the lis pendens
must file a claim BEFORE
THE CLERK REPORTS
THE SURPLUS AS UN-
CLAIMED.

SIGNED on this 24th day of
March, 2026.

/s/ Stephanie L. Emrick
STEPHANIE L. EMRICK
Florida Bar #287320
SCRUGGS, CARMI-
CHAEL & WERSHOW, PA.
4923 NW 43rd Street
Gainesville, Florida 32606
Telephone: (352) 376-5242
Facsimile: (352) 375-0690
Primary E-Mail: emrick@
scwlegal.org

Secondary E-Mail: jrdla@
scwlegal.org

Counsel for Plaintiff
CERTIFICATE OF SER-
VICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that
a copy thereof was furnished
this 24 th day of March, 2026
via the Florida Courts E-Fil-
ing Portal to: Kinley 1. En-
gvalson, Esq. at servicehad@
kraskerlaw.com, kengval-
son@kraskerlaw.com, david@
kraskerlaw.com, and dreyes@
kraskerlaw.com .

/s/ Stephanie L. Emrick
Stephanie L. Emrick, Esq.
April 1, 8, 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

PERSONAL PROPER-
TY OF THE FOLLOW-
ING TENANTS WILL BE
SOLD FOR CASH TO SAT-
ISFY RENTAL LIENS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH
FLORIDA STATUTES,
SELF STORAGE FACILI-
TY ACT, SECTIONS 83.806
AND 83.807. CONTENTS
MAY INCLUDE TOOLS,
FURNITURE, BEDDING,
KITCHEN, TOYS, GAMES,
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS,
PACKED CARTONS,
CARS, TRUCKS, ETC.
THERE IS NO TITLE FOR
VEHICLES SOLD AT LIEN
SALE. OWNERS RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO BID ON
UNITS. LIEN SALE TO BE
HELD ONLINE ENDING
TUESDAY, April 14th, 2026
VIEWING AND BIDDING
WILL ONLY BE AVAIL-
ABLE ONLINE AT WWW.
STORAGETREASURES.

COM BEGINNING AT
LEAST 5 DAYS PRIOR TO
THE SCHEDULED SALE
DATE AND TIME.
PERSONAL MINI STOR-
AGE GNV 34 - 4432 SW
34th St, Gainesville, FL
32608 - at 10:00AM:

241 Jonathan Dupree

151 Tarsha Torrance

15 Ben Jordan

March 25, April 1, 2026

NOTICE OF ACTION IN
EMINENT DOMAIN AND
NOTICE OF HEARING
OF CONSTRUCTIVE
SERVICE OF PROCESS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE EIGHTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR ALACHUA COUNTY,
FLORIDA

Case No.: 2026CA000646
Parcel: 176

STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION,

VS.

Petitioner,

The Estate of Orbia Pearce,
all Heirs, Beneficiaries, Devi-
sees, Legatees, Spouses, and
Creditors of Orbia Pearce,
John Power, Alachua County
Tax Collector, and any Un-
known Occupants in Posses-
sion of the Property,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION IN
EMINENT DOMAIN AND
NOTICE OF HEARING OF
CONSTRUCTIVE SER-
VICE OF PROCESS
STATE OF FLORIDA TO:
To the above named Defen-
dants and all said Defendants
who are living, and if any or
all Defendants are deceased,
the unknown spouse, heirs,
devisees, grantees, credi-
tors, lienors, or other parties
claiming by, through, under
or against any such deceased
Defendant or Defendants, if
alive, and, if dead, their un-
known spouse, heirs, devi-
sees, legatees, grantees, cred-
itors, lienors, or other parties
claiming by, through, under,
or against any such deceased
Defendant or Defendants,
and all other parties having
or claiming to have any right,
title or interest in and to the
property described in the Pe-
tition, to-wit:

Item # 2078502

Parcels 176

SR 26 Alachua County
Section No. 26070

State Road No. 26

Alachua County

FP. No. 2078502

Parcel No. 176

“2026 CA 000646”
243473746 Filed at Ala-
chua County Clerk
03/10/2026 03:02:18

PM EDT Fee Simple

A Part Of A 50 Foot Right Of
Way, Also Known As Eighth
Street Per J.D. Hodge’s
First Addition To Newber-
ry, A Subdivision, As Per
Plat Book A, Page 87 Of
The Public Records Of Ala-
chua County, Florida, Lying
In The Northwest Quarter
Of Section 4, Township 10
South, Range 17 East, City
Of Newberry, Alachua Coun-
ty, Florida, More Particularly
Described As Follows:
Commence At The Nail And
Disk Marked “RLS 2047” Lo-
cated At The Northeast Cor-
ner Of Section 4, Township
10 South, Range 17 East, City
Of Newberry, Alachua Coun-
ty, Florida; Thence South
01°24°02” East Along The
East Line Of The Northeast
Quarter Of Said Section 4, A
Distance Of 2412.20 Feet To
The Baseline Of Survey Of
N.W. 1st Avenue (A 50 Foot
Right Of Way, As Per Florida
Department Of Transporta-
tion Right Of Way Map, Sec-
tion 26070, F.P. No. 2078502,
Also Known As C Street,
As Per Map Of Newberry,
A Subdivision, As Per Plat
Book A, Page 129 And Also
J.D. Hodge’s First Addition
To Newberry, A Subdivision,
As Per Plat Book A, Page
87 Of The Public Records
Of Alachua County, Flori-
da); Thence South 84°17°46”
West Along Said Baseline
Of Survey, A Distance Of

3143.28 Feet; Thence South
05°42'05” East, Departing
Said Baseline Of Survey, A
Distance Of 25.00 Feet To
The Intersection Of The
Southerly Existing Right Of
Way Line Of Said N.W. 1st
Avenue (A 50 Foot Right
Of Way, Also Known As C
Street Per Said J.D. Hodge’s
First Addition To Newberry)
And The Westerly Existing
Right Of Way Line Of Eighth
Street (A 50 Foot Right Of
Way, Per Said J.D. Hodge’s
First Addition To Newber-
ry), And To The Point Of
Beginning; Thence North
84°17°46” East Along Said
Southerly Existing Right
Of Way Line, A Distance
Of 50.00 Feet To The East-
erly Existing Right Of Way
Line Of Said Eighth Street;
Thence South 05°42°05” East
Along Said Easterly Exist-
ing Right Of Way Line, A
Distance Of 8.55 Feet To A
Curve To The Left, Having
A Radius Of 2003.00 Feet;
Thence Along The Arc Of
Said Curve, Through An An-
gle Of 01°25’56”, An Arc Dis-
tance Of 50.07 Feet And A
Chord Bearing And Distance
Of South 81°17'22” West,
50.07 Feet To Said Westerly
Existing Right Of Way Line
Of Eighth Street; Thence
North 05°42’05” West Along
Said Westerly Existing Right
Of Way Line, A Distance Of
11.18 Feet To The Point Of
Beginning.

Containing 488 Square Feet,
More Or Less.

Being a Part of Tax Parcel
No. 02266-000-000

A petition in eminent do-
main has been filed to acquire
certain property interests in
Alachua County, Florida.
Each Defendant is required
to serve written defenses to
the petition on Petitioner’s
attorney, whose name and
address are shown below, on
or before April 17, 2026, and
to file the original of the de-
fenses with the clerk of this
court either before service on
Petitioner’s attorney or im-
mediately thereafter, show-
ing what right, title, interest
or lien Defendant has in or to
the property described in the
petition and to show cause
why that property should
not be taken for the uses and
purposes set forth in the pe-
tition. If any Defendant fails
to do so, a default will be en-
tered against that Defendant
for the relief demanded in the
petition.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that a declaration of taking
has been filed in this cause
and that Petitioner will ap-
ply for an Order of Tak-
ing and any other order the
court deems proper before
the Honorable Judge Don-
na M. Keim, one of the Judg-
es of this Court, on Monday,
June 29, 2026, a.m., (1 hour
reserved) a via Zoom confer-
encing at 9:30
(https://zoom.us/
j/96069729900?pwd=Gh-
kHXGnmIAEFLHfI[1  ml-
b3|DNrHOmb.1, Meeting

ID: 960 6972 9900, Passcode:
248732; Mobile 1-786-635-
1003).. All Defendants to this
suit may request a hearing at
the time and place designat-
ed and be heard. Any Defen-
dant failing to file a request
for hearing shall waive any
right to object to the Order
of Taking.

WITNESS MY HAND AND
SEAL of this Court on the 11
day of MARCH 2026.

Wynn S. Vickers

110 North Magnolia Avenue
Ocala, Florida 34475 (800)
705-5457 Telephone wynn@
dhclawyers.com samantha@
dhclawyers.com

J.K. “Jess” Irby, Esq.

CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT ALACHUA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

By

Franita Thomas

Deputy Clerk

J.K. “JESS” IRBY, ESQ.
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT

CIVIL DIVISION

201 E UNIVERSITY AVE
GAINESVILLE, FL 32601
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

SUWANNEE RIVER WATER
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
DECLARATION OF PHASE
Il WATER SHORTAGE

The Suwannee River Water
Management District (Dis-
trict) has issued a Phase II
Water Shortage Order, WSO
26-002 for water uses with-
in all Counties located in the
District, including all loca-
tions in Alachua and Levy
counties, excluding the cities
of Gainesville, Micanopy, and
Hawthorne located in Alach-
ua County.

To learn more or to view WSO
26-002, visit our website at
WWW.IMYySUWaNneeriver.com.
March 18, 25, April 1, 8, 2026

NOTICE OF AGENCY
ACTION TAKEN BY THE
ST. JOHNS RIVER WATER
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Notice is given that on Febru-
ary 19, 2026 the District issued
Permit No. 11339-7 for a
Consumptive Use Permit to
GRU to withdraw ground-
water from the Upper Flori-
dan aquifer for public supply
use (includes residential, com-
mercial /industrial, water util-
ity uses, fire protection and
unaccounted for losses) . The
total allocation authorized is
30.0 mgd, annual average of
groundwater. The project is lo-
cated in Alachua County, Sec-
tions: 23 & 33, Township 08
South, Range 20 East and Sec-
tions: 5, 9, 15, Township 09
South, Range 20 East.

If you wish to receive a copy
of a Technical Staff Report
(TSR) that provides the St.
Johns River Water Manage-
ment District (District) staffs’
analysis on the above-listed
compliance report(s) and as-
sociated permit(s), please sub-
mit your request to Office Di-
rector, Office of Records and
Regulatory Support, PO Box
1429, Palatka, FL 32178-1429.
You may view the TSR by go-
ing to the Permitting sec-
tion of the District’s website
at  www.sjrwmd.com/permit-
ting/index.html. To obtain in-
formation on how to find and
view a TSR, visit https://per-
mitting.sjrwmd.com/epermit-
ting/html/EP_FAQs.html,
and then follow the directions
provided under “How to find a
Technical Staff Report (TSR)
or other application file docu-
ments.”

A person whose substantial in-
terests are or may be affect-
ed has the right to request an
administrative hearing by fil-
ing a written petition with the
District. Pursuant to Chapter
28-106 and Rule 40C-1.1007,
Florida Administrative Code
(FA.C.), the petition must be
filed (received) either by deliv-
ery at the office of the District
Clerk at District Headquar-
ters, P. O. Box 1429, Palat-
ka Florida 32178-1429 (4049
Reid St., Palatka, FL 32177)
or by e-mail with the District
Clerk at Clerk@sjrwmd.com,
within twenty-one (21) days
of newspaper publication of
the notice of District decision
(for those persons to whom the
District does not mail or email
actual notice). A petition for
an administrative hearing is
deemed filed upon receipt of
the complete petition by the
District Clerk at the District
Headquarters in Palatka, Flor-
ida during the District’s reg-
ular business hours. The Dis-
trict’s regular business hours
are 8 am. — 5 p.m., excluding
weekends and District holi-
days. Petitions received by the
District Clerk after the Dis-
trict’s regular business hours
shall be deemed filed as of 8
am. on the next regular Dis-
trict business day. A petition
must comply with Sections
120.54(5)(b)4. and 120.569(2)
(), Florida Statutes (ES.),
and Chapter 28-106, FA.C.
The District’s acceptance of
petitions filed by e-mail is sub-
ject to certain conditions set
forth in the District’s State-
ment of Agency Organiza-
tion and Operation (issued
pursuant to Rule 28-101.001,
FA.C.), which is available for
viewing at www.sjrwmd.com.

The District will not accept a
petition sent by facsimile (fax).
Mediation may be available if
you meet the conditions stated
in the full Notice of Rights (see
last paragraph).

The right to an administra-
tive hearing and the relevant
procedures to be followed are
governed by Chapter 120, ES,,
Chapter 28-106, FA.C., and
Rule 40C-1.1007, FA.C. Be-
cause the administrative hear-
ing process is designed to for-
mulate final agency action, the
filing of a petition means the
District’s final action may be
different from the position tak-
en by it in this notice. Failure
to file a petition for an admin-
istrative hearing within the
requisite time frame shall con-
stitute a waiver of the right
to an administrative hearing.
(Rule 28-106.111, EA.C.).

If you wish to do so, please vis-
it http://wwwsjrwmd.com/
nor_dec/ to read the complete
Notice of Rights to determine
any legal rights you may have
concerning the District’s de-
cision(s) on the Consumptive
Use Permit Application(s) de-
scribed above. You can also re-
quest the Notice of Rights by
contacting the Office Director,
Office of Records and Regula-
tory Support, P. O. Box 1429,
Palatka, FL 32178, phone
(386)329-4570.

April 1, 2026

NOTICE OF ACTION IN
EMINENT DOMAIN AND
NOTICE OF HEARING
OF CONSTRUCTIVE
SERVICE OF PROCESS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE EIGHTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR ALACHUA COUNTY,
FLORIDA

Case No.: 2026-CA-000647
Parcel: 172

STATE OF FLORIDA DE-
PARTMENT

OF TRANSPORTATION,
VS.

Petitioner,

The Estate of L. N. Pearce,
all Heirs, Beneficiaries, Devi-
sees, Legatees, Spouses, and
Creditors of L. N. Pearce, John
Power, Alachua County Tax
Collector, and any Unknown
Occupants in Possession of
the Property,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION IN
EMINENT DOMAIN AND
NOTICE OF HEARING OF

CONSTRUCTIVE SER-
VICE OF PROCESS
STATE OF FLORIDA TO:

To the above named Defen-
dants and all said Defendants
who are living, and if any or all
Defendants are deceased, the
unknown spouse, heirs, devi-
sees, grantees, creditors, lien-
ors, or other parties claiming
by, through, under or against
any such deceased Defendant
or Defendants, if alive, and, if
dead, their unknown spouse,
heirs, devisees, legatees, grant-
ees, creditors, lienors, or other
parties claiming by, through,
under, or against any such de-
ceased Defendant or Defen-
dants, and all other parties
having or claiming to have any
right, title or interest in and to
the property described in the
Petition, to-wit:

Ttem #2078502

Parcels 172

SR 26 Alachua County
Section No. 26070

F.P. No. 2078502

Parcel No. 172

State Road No. 26

Alachua County

Fee Simple

“2026 CA 000647” 243498858
Filed at Alachua County
Clerk 03/11/2026 08:15:00
AM EDT A Part Of Lots 1
Through 5 Of Block 11 Of J.D.
Hodge’s First Addition To
Newberry, A Subdivision, As
Per Plat Book A, Page 87 Of
The Public Records Of Ala-
chua County, Florida, Lying
In The Northwest Quarter Of
Section 4, Township 10 South,
Range 17 East, City Of New-
berry, Alachua County, Flor-
ida, More Particularly De-
scribed As Follows:
Commence At The Nail And
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Disk Marked “RLS 2047” Lo-
cated At The Northeast Cor-
ner Of Section 4, Township
10 South, Range 17 East, City
Of Newberry, Alachua Coun-
ty, Florida; Thence South
01°24°02” East Along The East
Line Of The Northeast Quar-
ter Of Said Section 4, A Dis-
tance Of 2412.20 Feet To The
Baseline Of Survey Of N.W.
1st Avenue (A 50 Foot Right
Of Way, As Per Florida De-
partment Of Transportation
Right Of Way Map, Section
26070, EP. No. 2078502, Also
Known As C Street, As Per
Map Of Newberry, A Subdivi-
sion, As Per Plat Book A, Page
129 And Also J.D. Hodge’s
First Addition To Newber-
ry, A Subdivision, As Per Plat
Book A, Page 87 Of The Pub-
lic Records Of Alachua Coun-
ty, Florida); Thence South
84°17°46” West Along Said
Baseline Of Survey, A Dis-
tance Of 3143.28 Feet; Thence
South 05°42’05” East, Depart-
ing Said Baseline Of Survey, A
Distance Of 25.00 Feet To The
Intersection Of The Souther-
ly Existing Right Of Way Line
Of Said N.W. 1st Avenue (A
50 Foot Right Of Way, Also
Known As C Street Per Said
J.D. Hodge’s First Addition
To Newberry) And The West-
erly Existing Right Of Way
Line Of Eighth Street (A 50
Foot Right Of Way, Per Said
J.D. Hodge’s First Addition To
Newberry) And The Northeast

Corner Of Lot 5 Of Block 11 of
Said J.D. Hodge’s First Addi-
tion To Newberry, And To The
Point Of Beginning; Thence
Continue South 05°42’05”
East Along The Westerly Ex-
isting Right Of Way Line Of
Said Eighth Street And the
Easterly Line Of Said Block
11, A Distance Of 11.18 Feet
To A Curve To The Left, Hav-
ing A Radius Of 2003.00 Feet;
Thence Along The Arc Of
Said Curve, Through An An-
gle Of 07°12’48”, An Arc Dis-
tance Of 252.17 Feet And A
Chord Bearing And Distance
Of South 76°5800” West,
252.00 Feet To The Westerly
Line Of Lot 5 Of Block 11 Of
Said J.D. Hodge’s First Ad-
dition To Newberry; Thence
North 05°40’37” West Along
Said Westerly Line, A Dis-
tance Of 43.33 Feet To The
Northwest Corner Of Said
Lot 5 And The Southerly Ex-
isting Right Of Way Line Of
Said N.W. 1st Avenue; Thence
North 84°17°'46” East Along
Said Southerly Existing Right
Of Way Line, And The North-
erly Line Of Said Block 11, A
Distance Of 249.93 Feet To
The Point Of Beginning. Con-
taining 6,144 Square Feet,
More Or Less.

ALSO:

Part “B”

A Part Of Lot 6 Of Block 10
Of J.D. Hodge’s First Addi-
tion To Newberry, A Subdivi-
sion, As Per Plat Book A, Page

87 Of The Public Records Of
Alachua County, Florida, Ly-
ing In The Northwest Quar-
ter Of Section 4, Township 10
South, Range 17 East, City
Of Newberry, Alachua Coun-
ty, Florida, More Particularly
Described As Follows:

Commence At The Nail And
Disk Marked “RLS 2047” Lo-
cated At The Northeast Cor-
ner Of Section 4, Township
10 South, Range 17 East, City
Of Newberry, Alachua Coun-
ty, Florida; Thence South
01°24°02” East Along The East
Line Of The Northeast Quar-
ter Of Said Section 4, A Dis-
tance Of 2412.20 Feet To The
Baseline Of Survey Of N.W.
1st Avenue (A 50 Foot Right
Of Way, As Per Florida De-
partment Of Transportation
Right Of Way Map, Section
26070, EP. No. 2078502, Also
Known As C Street, As Per
Map Of Newberry, A Subdivi-
sion, As Per Plat Book A, Page
129 And Also J.D. Hodge’s
First Addition To Newber-
ry, A Subdivision, As Per Plat
Book A, Page 87 Of The Pub-
lic Records Of Alachua Coun-
ty, Florida); Thence South
84°17°46” West Along Said
Baseline Of Survey, A Dis-
tance Of 3093.28 Feet; Thence
South 05°42°05” East, Depart-
ing Said Baseline Of Survey, A
Distance Of 25.00 Feet To The
Southerly Existing Right Of
Way Line Of Said N.W. 1st Av-
enue (A 50 Foot Right Of Way,

Also Known As C Street Per
Said J.D. Hodge’s First Addi-
tion To Newberry) And The
Northwest Corner Of Lot 6 Of
Block 10 of Said J.D. Hodge’s
First Addition To Newberry,
And To The Point Of Begin-
ning; Thence North 84°17°46”
East Along Said Southerly
Existing Right Of Way Line,
And The Northerly Line Of
Said Block 10, A Distance Of
50.00 Feet To The Northeast
Corner Of Said Lot 6; Thence
South 05°42'05” East Along
The Easterly Line Of Said Lot
6, A Distance Of 7.18 Feet To
A Curve To The Left, Hav-
ing A Radius Of 2003.00 Feet;
Thence Along The Arc Of Said
Curve, Through An Angle Of
01°25’51”, An Arc Distance Of
50.02 Feet And A Chord Bear-
ing And Distance Of South
82°43'15” West, 50.02 Feet
To The Westerly Line Of Said
Lot 6; Thence North 05°42’05”
West Along Said Westerly
Line, A Distance Of 8.55 Feet
To The Point Of Beginning.
Containing 388 Square Feet,
More Or Less.

Being a Part of Tax Parcel No.
02266-000-000

A petition in eminent domain
has been filed to acquire cer-
tain property interests in Ala-
chua County, Florida.

Each Defendant is required to
serve written defenses to the
petition on Petitioner’s at-
torney, whose name and ad-
dress are shown below, on or

before April 24, 2026, and to
file the original of the defens-
es with the clerk of this court
either before service on Peti-
tioner’s attorney or immedi-
ately thereafter, showing what
right, title, interest or lien De-
fendant has in or to the prop-
erty described in the petition
and to show cause why that
property should not be tak-
en for the uses and purpos-
es set forth in the petition. If
any Defendant fails to do so, a
default will be entered against
that Defendant for the relief
demanded in the petition.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that a declaration of taking
has been filed in this cause and
that Petitioner will apply for
an Order of Taking and any
other order the court deems
proper before the

Honorable Judge Gloria R.
Walker, one of the Judg-
es of this Court, on Thurs-
day, July 23, 2026, at 11:00
am., (1 hour reserved) a via
Zoom conferencing (https://
zoom.us/i/98387758414,
Meeting 1D: 983 8775 8414,
Passcode:  248732; Mobile
+17866351003). All Defen-
dants to this suit may request
a hearing at the time and place
designated and be heard. Any
Defendant failing to file a re-
quest for hearing shall waive
any right to object to the Or-
der of Taking. WITNESS
MY HAND AND SEAL of
this Court on the 19 day of

MARCH, 2026.

Wynn S. Vickers

110 North Magnolia Avenue
Ocala, Florida 34475

(800) 705-5457 Telephone
wynn@dhclawyers.com  sa-
mantha@dhclawyers.com

J.K. “Jess” Irby, Esq.

CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT ALACH-

UA COUNTY, FLORIDA

By

Franita Thomas

Deputy Clerk

JK.“JESS” IRBY, ESQ.
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT

CIVIL DIVISION

201 E UNIVERSITY AVE
GAINESVILLE, FL 32601
April 1, 8,15, 22, 2026

NOTICE UNDER

FICTITIOUS NAME LAW
PURSUANT TO

SECTION 865.09

FLORIDA STATUTES
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the undersigned, de-
siring to engage in business
under the Fictitious Name of
Live Through It Enterprises,
LLC, with a mailing address
of 802 NW 16th Ave Suite B,
Gainesville, FL 32601 and a
principal office located in Ala-
chua County, intends to reg-
ister the said name with the
Florida Dept. of State, Divi-
sion of Corporations, Talla-
hassee, Florida. Owner: Tami-
ka Powell

April 1, 2026

AUTOS WANTED

Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support our
Veterans. Fast FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

TOP DOLLAR PAID for
old vintage guitars! Gibson,
Fender, Martin, Grecsch,
Rickenbacker, Epiphone,
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. Call
866-433-8277

REACH MILLIONS OF
HOMES nationwide with
one easy, affordable buy in
the ADS Network! For more
information www.communi-
typublishers.com/category/
all-products

PEACE OF MIND AND
EARLY DETECTION - Now
more than ever, it’s important
to get screened for Stroke &
Cardiovascular Disease risk.
Life LineScreening is simple
& painless. 833-970-4172
NEED CASH QUICK-
LY? WE BUY HOUSES
IN ANY CONDITION. Get
a fair cash offer within 24
hours! Call today. Liz Buys
Houses: 833-359-4707
PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATOR May Be
Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mo-
bility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery.
Inogen One info kit! Call
877-305-1535

riers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees free activa-
tion. All plans feature un-
limited talk & text, starting
at just $20/mo. Call 1-877-
751-0866

BECOME A PUBLISHED
AUTHOR

We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trust-
ed since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion & dis-
tribution. Free author’s guide
877-729-4998 or dorrancein-
fo.com/ads

NO MORE CLEANING
GUTTERS. GUARAN-
TEED! LeafFilter backed by
no-clog guarantee & lifetime
warranty. Call 1-833-610-
1936 to schedule FREE in-
spection/estimate. Get 15%
off your entire order. Mili-
tary &Seniors get addition-
al 10% off. Limited time. Re-
strictions apply, see rep for
details.

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited time offer up to 50%
off install + additional 10%
off install military, health
& 1st responders. 833-370-
1234

INFLATION IS AT 40
YEAR HIGHS. Interest

al Debt Relief to find out
how to pay off your debt for
much less than you owe! Free
quote: 844-955-4930
DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Ameri-
Glide 833-399-3595

HOME BREAK-INS TAKE
LESS THAN 60 SECONDS
Don’t wait! Protect your
family, home, assets now for
as little as 70y /day! 833-
890-1262

JACUZZI BATH REMOD-
EL

can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as
1-day. Limited time, waving
all installation costs! Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject
to change & vary by dealer.
Ends soon. 844-501-3208
PEST CONTROL: Protect
your home from pests safely.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent,
Termite, Spiders & more. Lo-
cally owned & affordable. For
service or inspection today!
833-860-0657 Have zip code
ready!

MOBILEHELP America’s
premier mobile medical alert
system. Home or away. For
safety & peace of mind. No
long term contracts, free bro-

DAMAGE? You need a local
expert provider that proud-
ly stands behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Financ-
ing available. 833-640-4753
Have zip code ready when
calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEAN-
UP & RESTORATION A
small amount of water can
lead to major damage in your
home. Our trusted profes-
sionals do repairs to protect
your family & home value!
833-887-0117. Have zip code

ready!
PROFESSIONAL LAWN
SERVICE Fertilization,

weed control, seeding, aer-
ation & mosquito control.
Free quote. Ask about first
application special! 833-860-
0811

DIRECTYV Stream

Carries the most local MLB
Games!  Choice  Package
$89.99 /mo for 12 mos Stream
on 20 devices at once. HBO
Max included for 3 mos w/
Choice Package or higher.
No contract or hidden fees!
Restrictions apply. IVS 866-
859-0405

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES IN AS LITTLE AS
1 DAY!

Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & profession-
al installs. Senior & military

OUTAGES TODAY - Gen-
erac Home Standby Genera-
tor. Receive free 5-Year war-
ranty w/qualifying purchase.
855-948-6176 to schedule
free quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company. 400+ pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance - not a discount plan.
Free info kit! 855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.com/ads
#6258

PROTECT YOUR HOME
from pests safely and afford-
ably. Roaches, Bed Bugs, Ro-
dent, Termite, Spiders and
other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for a
quote or inspection today
1-833-542-1732 Have zip
code of property ready when
calling!

DONATE YOUR VEHI-
CLE to help find missing
children and prevent abduc-
tion. Fast free pickup, run-
ning or not, 24 hr response.
No emission test required,
maximum tax deduction.
Support Find the Children,
call: 1-833-546-7050
ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy That
Moves with You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tors. FREE information Kkit.

Reduce premiums and out-
of-pocket costs while get-
ting the coverage you need!
Call now for a competitive
free quote. 1-877-351-3442.
Plus...

Income based government
subsidies are available for
those that qualify!

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices -
No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-754-2465

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT
WATCHES. Rolex, Breit-
ling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Sub-
mariner and Speedmaster.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-0211

WE BUY VINTAGE GUI-
TARS

Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-6789

WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS-IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition. Easy
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Call today for
your fair cash offer: 1-321-
603-3026

February 4, 2026

A

CONSUMER CELLULAR rates are up. Credit cards, chure! 888-489-3936 discounts available. 1-877- Call 1-833-661-3729.
- same reliable, nationwide medical bills, car loans. Have AGING ROOF? NEW 543-9189 STOP OVERPAYING FOR
coverage as the largest car- $10k+ in debt? Call Nation- HOMEOWNER? STORM PREPARE FOR POWER HEALTH INSURANCE!
VEP Manager |
Battery Purchase And Installation Trade In. Trade Up. Keep Your Payment About the Same! I
*Restrictions apply. Act Now - Limited Time Offer! &\ \=n \“:’. I
Excludes previous purchases. STOP BY OR CALL US TODAY TO START YOUR UPGRADE \ f I
For T dels only.
P‘r);seon);(::tglzz;a: ;:\: of purchase. Get Up to $1,000 Off I
sl ialadain Your Next Toyota! |
Taxes additional. No cash value. Plus, upgrade your vehicle with little to no change in
See service advisor for details. your monthly payment! I
Bring in your current vehicle — Toyota or any make or model.”
, I
Dreamweaver’s Broadcast Plus Collection I
Soft cut-pile carpet in I
24 neutral colors, fade-resistant, easy to I
clean, and backed by a lifetime warranty! a I
,r. y Our SEt’ViCES $1.69/5q. fto I
- PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION I
b &\, Roofing §
1 3 . I
e ﬂf':{:\;] Pole Barns 8 I
I - &= |
[ i i l/ gi(:gllzbh % thefloorstoreatthornebrook.com I
e 0 IHRRAR § © 2441 NW 43rd STE 18 |
| PR P Fenci L — - 352-367-2950
A7 TiGetCreative plaiiiiiiE=] | 72

‘'MCALISTERS

*DELI-

618 NW 60th St , Suite C « Off
Newberry Rd.- (352) 331-8900

with any purchase. Expires April 30, 2026
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Gainesville schools sweep
state chess championships

By Nick Anschultz
REPORTER

Three Gainesville schools
had successful showings at
the 2026 Florida State Scho-
lastic Chess Championships
this held March 21-23 in Or-
lando, with the Frazer School
and Oak Hall School win-
ning all five of the champi-
onship sections, and Queen
of Peace Catholic Academy
earning multiple top 5 finish-
es.

Frazer School

The Frazer School led the
way with three first-place
victories for the K-1, K-8 and
K-12 sections. The school
also placed second in the K-5
section.

Andrew Yang-Fang was
the K-1 state champion,
earning a perfect score and
winning all five of his match-
es. Meanwhile, Aakash Jani,
the current fifth-grade U.S.
national champion, tied for
the state title in the K-5 sec-
tion, with a near-perfect
4.5/5 score (four wins and
one draw) and finished sec-
ond on tie-breaks.

The Frazer School also
had several students fin-
ish the tournament with 4/5
scores, helping contribute
key points to the team stand-
ings. This included Abhiram
Pothuri, Sophie Li and Da-
mian Alexander.

The Frazer High School
team will compete in the 2026
National High School K-12
Championship on March 27-
29 in Chicago, Illinois.

Oak Hall

Oak Hall had three first-
place finishes for the K-3
Under 600, K-3 and K-5
sections. While the school
placed first in the K-3 Under
600 section, it is not consid-

BREAKING NEWS: EDITOR@MAINSTREETDAILYNEWS.COM

Mainstreetdailynews.com

Frazer School wins second
straight MATHCOUNTS

ered a championship section,
according to chess coach Tim
Tusing, meaning Oak Hall
won just two state champi-
onships.

With those two titles,
Oak Hall has now won 41
state chess championships,
according to Tusing.

In the K-3 Under 600 sec-
tion, Oak Hall was led by Na-
talie Roth and Sam Lin, who
combined for 8 of the 14 total
first-place points.

For the K-3 section,
Hayden Webb and Andrew
Pinkoson combined for a
score of 6.5. Aiden Kropp and
Arjun Setty also combined
for 4.5 points to add to the
11-point total.

In the K-5 section, Oak
Hall placed first with 14
points, narrowly defeating
The Frazer School, which
came in second with 12.5
points.

Three Oak Hall students
placed in the top 10 individu-
ally for the K-5 section.

* Addison Baumstark, fifth

place

* Asher Austin, ninth place

e James McDonald, 10th
place

COURTESY OF TIM TUSING

Oak Hall's K-5 team placed first at the 2026 Florida State Scho-
lastic Chess Championships.

Asher Austin also placed
second in the Blitz competi-
tion.

Queen of Peace

Queen of Peace placed
fourth in the K-1 section,
second in the K-3 section and
third in the K-5 section.

In the K-1 section, Bradd
Mackey, Wyatt McKitrick
and Paul Dickert combined
for 5.5 points to help lead the
way.

For the K-3 section,
Queen of Peace was led by
Weston  McKitrick, John
West Gray, Quinn Gray and
Luna Flores, who combined
for a total of 8 points.

Flora Rabi led the way for
Queen of Peace in the K-5
section, scoring a 3.5 and fin-
ishing just outside the top 10
by once spot.

Nick Anschultz is a Report
Jor America corps member
and writes about education
Jor Mainstreet Daily Neuws.
This position is supported by
local donations through the
Community Catalyst for Lo-
cal Journalism Fund at the
Community  Foundation of
North Central Florida.

EMBRY-RIDDLE ATHLETICS

COURTESY OF THE FRAZER SCHOOL

Four middle school students from The Frazer School finished in the top 17 at the MATHCOUNTS

state championship.

State competition
was held on March 20

STAFF REPORTS

Trailing at the end of the
individual rounds, middle
school students from The
Frazer School came togeth-
er in the team round, ral-
lying from behind to win
the school’s second straight
MATHCOUNTS state
championship on March 20.

According to a Fraz-
er School release, “MATH-
COUNTS is a national pro-
gram that provides students
in grades sixth through
eighth the opportunity to
compete in live contests
against and alongside their
peers.”

This year, roughly 200
middle school teams across
Florida competed in local
chapter competitions, with
42 advancing to the state
competition. School teams

consisted of four students

and one alternate.

Making up the first-
place Frazer School team
were Jason Zhang, Vivek
Kolli, Isabella Mendoza and
Jacob Paret.

According to the release,
the top four individuals at
the state competition move
on to represent Team Flor-
ida at the national compe-
tition. The Frazer School
team had four students who
finished in the top 17. This
included:

» Zhang, first place. He is
the third student from
Alachua County to win
the state competition, the
release said. The other two
were Jake Frazer (2017)
and Eric Gao (2023).

» Abby Guo, 10th place.

* Vivek Kolli, 12th place.

e Paret, 17th place.

According to The Frazer
School’s founder, Will Fraz-
er, the team was losing to

Orlando Science at the end
of the individual rounds of
sprint and target. During
the team round, The Frazer
School passed Orlando Sci-
ence by scoring nine out of
10 questions correctly. No
other team in the 42-team
field scored higher than a six
on the team round.

“We expected the compe-
tition to be very close,” Fraz-
er said in the release. “Or-
lando Science had all four
members of last year’s team
returning. Some of our kids
had an off day during the in-
dividual rounds, but they
maintained their composure
during the team round. This
group is very mature and
knows how to work well as
a unit. Their ability to han-
dle the team round has been
a huge strength this year
during practice.”

The 2026 RTX MATH-
COUNTS National Compe-
tition will be held May 10-
11 in Orlando.

Tuesday, April 21 | 6-8 p.m.
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Forgotten Front:

Florida During the Revolutionary War

Matheson History Museum
513 E. University Ave., Gainesville

Presented by:

D_ MAINST

DAILY NEWS

On July 4, 2026, the United States of America will commemorate the 250th anniversary of
the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Join us for a fascinating conversation about
Florida's little-known history during the Revolutionary War period!

Scan the QR

code or visit

Eventbrite to
register.

There is no charge to attend this public event,
but registration is required.

Florlda/s FPES"

HUMANI ES

Funding for this program was provided through a grant from the Florida Humanities with funds from the National Endowment
for the Humanities. Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this program do not necessarily
represent those of Florida Humanities or the National Endowment for the Humanities.

For more infomation contact janalyn.peppel@mainstreetdailynews.com




